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A LETTER FROM YOUR DIRECTOR 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the NATOSim2019 Conference and my committee, The Question of 
Kosovo, 2019.  This committee was designed to open the conversation regarding the state status of 
Kosovo and how the Kosovo Government navigates challenges posed to them from the international 
community. I am the Director for the Committee, and alongside myself, your Chair is Katie Bray 
Kingissepp, and your Moderator, Robin Martin. During your time with the Committee, it is my hope that 
you find yourself engulfed by the topics presented in this background guide and interested in the 
subsequent solutions. 
 
Before I introduce the topics of this Committee to you, I should introduce myself. I am a fourth-year 
student at the University of Toronto, studying Political Science and European Studies. Previously, I have 
held staff roles with the UTMUN conferences, and similarly, I have also participated as a delegate in 
other conferences. It is indisputable that Kosovo has had a turbulent history, especially so since the 
dissolution of Yugoslavia. The Kosovar narrative and history tends to get overlooked in favour Western 
privilege, or on the flip side, Eastern historic recollection of events. Perhaps this is in part because 
looking at the consequences of our collective actions is not always pleasant, but it may also be the 
general inability to comprehend the struggles of another nation and its people.  
 
On a more personal note, I will briefly paint what I hope is accurate picture of myself. My admiration for 
the Canadian tuxedo (denim-on-denim) is rather strong and if we are being quite honest (as we should 
during the debate at the conference), I should remark that I have to hold myself back my denim-on-
denim ways during conferences. I am an avid fan of all music, but more keenly Blues, Gospel and the 
classic oldies. I’m also always willing to chat politics, food, or frankly, any absurd topic you care to 
discuss. I encourage you all to at the very least say hi, but more preferably, have a fun debate with 
myself or ask me anything you want (within reason)! 
 
The topics I have chosen for this Committee are 1) Migrants, Asylum Seekers, and Long-Term Displaced 
Persons 2) Accountability for War Crimes; 3) Key International Actors and Human Rights. The first topic 
is focused on those who have been displaced, experienced expulsion, sought asylum or have wanted to 
emigrate as a result of the conflict in Kosovo. These individuals have been victims of great injustice from 
a variety of actors, and their lives are critically affected by the events at hand. The second topic will 
discuss the necessity for accountability in regards to the war crimes which occurred as a consequence of 
the conflict. These recognition and the subsequent reconciliation of these crimes is necessary for 
Kosovar sovereignty.  The third topic explores the issues surrounding Human Rights violations as well as 
the key international actors that are involved in creating meaningful change for the region.  
 
Best of luck with your preparations and I look forward to seeing you in August 2019. 
 
Arina Dmitrenko, 



Director, The Question of Kosovo, 2019 
arina.dmitrenko@mail.utoronto.ca 
  



Migrants, Asylum Seekers, and Long-Term Displaced Persons 
 
The migrant crisis across Europe has been the subject of great debate especially around 2015. Beyond the 
scope of Western Europe, the migrant crisis was especially pronounced in the Balkan region due to the 
ongoing conflict between Kosovo and Serbia. This topic touched upon both asylum seekers which are 
entering the region to secure safety, and those, namely Kosovars, who exited the region in search of safety.  
 
Displaced Kosovar Persons and Emigration  
Over 5,000 Kosovar persons applied for asylum in the EU in 2017. Kosovo asylum seekers tend to flee to 
France since 2,665 people applied for asylum there, out of which almost one third are minors. A close second 
was Germany – the number of first-time asylum seekers was 1,300. Kosovo, recognized as a safe country of 
origin by most EU member states. It is also the only western Balkan country without a visa-free regime for 
the Schengen Zone. Previously, the international community has held the view that by liberation Kosovo’s 
visa regime, the immigration levels would increase even further. The main reason for Kosovar emigration to 
Europe is actually not the presence of daily danger or conflict, but rather a desire for a better life since the 
Kosovar population is statistically reported to be quite young. However, displaced Kosovar people are 
seeking asylum from the displacement they experiences as a consequence of the conflict. Many displaced 
persons also want to return to Kosovo, however, it is complicated by the lack of documentation and the 
trauma experienced by Kosovars.  
 
Asylum Seekers in Serbia 
Serbia was a popular destination among asylum seekers due to its proximity to the countries of origin for the 
refugees. Between January and October, Serbia registered 5,153 asylum seekers, compared to 10,201 during 
the same period in 2016. Afghans comprised the largest national group in 2017, followed by Iraqis and 
Syrians. Many of these refugees were fleeing conflict in their home states.  The main issue surrounding the 
acceptance and recognition of these asylum seekers was the fact that not enough institutional mechanisms 
exist to process the number of refugees and unaccompanied children entering Serbia. Additionally, due to the 
conflict between Serbia and Kosovo, the registration of these refugees was further complicated by the divide 
which exists between Kosovo and Serbian institutions.  
 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. How can Kosovo and Serbia work together in order to improve the function of their institutions and 
not endanger those seeking refugee status in Serbia/Kosovo? 

2. For those Kosovars who were displaced during the conflict, how could returning to Kosovo be 
handled by the Kosovo government and the EU? 

3. What action has to be taken by the international community to reconcile the consequences of war 
crimes which happened during the displacement of Kosovar persons?  
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Accountability for War Crimes 
 
Since the emergence of the conflict between Kosovo and Serbia, many war crimes have been committed. 
However, many of the committed war crimes have not been rightfully reconciled due to the perpetrators not 
being accountable for their actions. In the case of Serbia/Kosovo, the Serbian government has refused to 
assume full responsibility for their actions which include: expulsion of Kosovars, ill treatment and human 
rights abuses. The Government of Kosovo is highly keen on getting the Serbian Government to recognize 
these crimes and ultimately, contribute to their reconciliation.  
 
Lack of political support and insufficient staff at the Office of the War Crimes 
Prosecutor 
Since the establishment of the War Crimes Prosecution Office in 2003, 124 judgments have been issued, 82 
people convicted and 42 acquitted. However, this is not nearly enough to cover the scope of the conflict, let 
alone provide sufficient reparation to the Kosovo people. Although the Serbian government is reluctant to 
assume accountability for the war crimes, one of the biggest flaws in the process for justice is the lack of 
political support and competent staff at the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor.  This is problematic since it 
makes it that much harder to process any kind of prosecution and move forward with reconciliation. Thus, it 
is important that the international community is involved in the betterment of this institution in Serbia and 
Kosovo. Furthermore, it is important that the Serbian government works in cooperation with the Kosovo 
government in order to achieve this goal, and yet, this is easier said than done.  
 
Questions to Consider 

4. What is Kosovo’s role in improving the function of the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor? How 
can Kosovo cooperate with Serbia? 

5. What role does NATO play in this? 
6. What would be an appropriate approach to reconciliation on behalf of Serbia?  
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Human Rights Concerns 
 
Although NATO’s primary job is not focused on Human Rights per se, it is vital to acknowledge the 
atrocities that occur in Kosovo, and how NATO can play a role in them. Recently, NATO has taken a more 
active role in protecting civilians in Warsaw, Poland. This also includes protection against gender-based and 
sexual orientation-based crimes.  
 
LGBTQ+ 
The Serbian organization DA SE ZNA! Is the chief perpetrator of hate crimes against the LGBTQ+ 
community. This also affects Kosovo due to the conflict and proximity. In addition to this organized group, 
many hate crimes against the LGBTQ+ community were perpetrated during the development of the 
Kosovo/Serbia conflict, with many LGBTQ+ members being victims of violent attacks. Although the 
immediate violence of the Kosovo/Serbia conflict has subsided,  crimes against the LGBTQ+ community 
persists since they are socially not condemned the same way as other war crimes of human rights offences. 
Although Serbia has now had an openly lesbian Prime Minister, this does not elimiate the problem of 
organized, targeted hate crime amidst the conflict between the two states. Thus, it is important that NATO’s 
involvement is also geared towards the protection of human rights in the region.  
 
Questions to Consider 

7. What can NATO do in order to combat these human rights abuses in the region? 
8. What should be done in order to address the specific crime against the LGBTQ+ community? Are 

there any institutions set up to deal with this? 
9. What does the future of the LGBTQ+ community look like in the region? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic C Bibliography 
 
EERA, “Kosovo,” https://www.lgbti-era.org/content/kosovo. 
 
EERA, “Serbia,” https://www.lgbti-era.org/content/serbia. 
 
Die Morina, “Kosovo’s Fearful Gays Stay Firmly in the Closet,” 
https://balkaninsight.com/2016/08/12/mentality-over-constitution-lgbt-in-kosovo-08-11-2016/. 
 
Frank Jacobs, “If you're an LGBTI traveller, red on this map means danger,” https://bigthink.com/strange-
maps/if-youre-an-lgbti-traveller-red-on-this-map-means-danger. 
 
 



NATOSim

2019


