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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  We have had a 
very busy Spring 
as the content of 
this Newsletter 
will attest.  You 
will read reports 
on a number of 
successful and 
well attended 
events, including 

another interesting Roundtable in Ottawa.  
This Roundtable was again presented in part-
nership with Carleton University.  We are 
trying to expand our roundtables beyond 
Toronto, but we can only do that in partner-
ship with universities or other organizations.  
We are now trying to establish partnerships 
in other cities.  Any suggestions from readers 
would be welcome. 
 
There is no downtime in the office in the 
summer.  We are already busy preparing our 
Fall program. Arrangements for the NATO 
tour are well underway.  Our Chairman, The 
Hon. Bill Graham, will head the delegation 
that leaves on Saturday, September 24 and 
returns on Saturday, October 1.  Another 
exciting upcoming event is the 57th General 
Assembly of the Atlantic Treaty Association 
which will be held in Tirana, Albania, No-
vember 14-16, 2011.  Please contact the of-
fice for more information.  We are working 
on an informative Roundtable series, another 
Gala Dinner and Dance to be held on No-
vember 5, and the Fall Conference in Ottawa 
which will take place on November 22. Note 
the dates on your calendar and check our 
website regularly for details on upcoming 
events. 
 
 
 

We are also working on several new Youth 
initiatives to give a stronger voice to young 
Canadians who have remarkable knowledge 
of security and defence issues, and to give 
them more opportunities to learn about these 
issues in an international setting with like 
minded youth from other countries.  We look 
forward to presenting you by September with 
a publication entitled Canada in the World: 
Youth Dialogue on Security and Defence, 
consisting of a series of articles on current 
issues written by our interns and other young 
Canadian experts. 
 
Given that government and NATO funding 
for youth travel has all but dried up, we have 
also started a campaign to raise funds to sub-
sidize young Canadians to participate in in-
ternational experiences such as the Young 
Atlanticist Summits which coincide with 
NATO Summits, the Atlantic Youth Semi-
nars run by several of our ATA sister organi-
zations, a Crisis Management Simulation to 
be held in Germany next summer, and par-
ticipation in the ATA and YATA General 
Assemblies in Tirana. We try to make these 
opportunities available to young people from 
across the country, so please give as you are 
able when you are contacted. Even small 
amounts donated on a regular basis will help 
to keep these opportunities available for 
young Canadians. One way in which you can 
help is by donating air miles.  Please call the 
office for information. 
 
I wish everyone an enjoyable summer with 
family and friends. 
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David Hong is a recent graduate of the University of Toronto with a BA (Hons.) in Interna-

tional Relations and Philosophy. On campus, David was actively involved in his program, serv-
ing as a College Representative for the International Relations Society. Through the univer-
sity’s summer abroad program, David also studied global governance in Shanghai, China. Act-
ing as the Program Development Assistant at the Centre for Ethics, David played a major role 
in organizing and overseeing a conference that brought together the world’s leading scholars to 
discuss the future of Iran in the context of democracy and civil society following the Green 
Revolution in 2009. David is interested in cyber security, nuclear non-proliferation, and North-
east Asia security. His interests are informed by his academic experience, recent visit to the 
Demilitarized Zone dividing South and North Korea, and his work as a research assistant at the Electronics and Telecommunica-
tions Research Institute (2007), and Global Finance and Business Lab (2009) in South Korea. David plans to continue his studies 
by pursuing a Masters in Security Studies at the Elliott School of International Affairs in Washington D.C. At the Atlantic Council 
of Canada, David intends to broaden his understanding of cyber security, non-proliferation and NATOs role in promoting interna-
tional peace and security. 

The Atlantic Council Welcomes its New Interns 

Melanie Clarke graduated from the University of Toronto in 2011, earning a B.A. 

(Hons.) in Political Science and Religious Studies with a focus on global governance, global 
health and developmental studies. While at the University of Toronto, Melanie worked as 
the Director of Compliance Studies with the G8 Research Group at the Munk School of 
Global Affairs, leading a team of analysts in the research and publication process, and at-
tending the 2010 Muskoka Summit and the 2011 Summit in Deauville, France as a lead Pol-
icy Analyst. In addition to her work with the G8 Research Group, the University of Toronto 
has provided Melanie with invaluable international political experience through two study 

abroad programs in Shanghai, China and Nairobi, Kenya, giving her the opportunity to develop original policy proposals for local 
NGOs and publish a travelogue of her experience in China in the Asia Pacific Reader, an accomplished undergraduate and gradu-
ate journal. Through her research work with the Atlantic Council of Canada, Melanie hopes to broaden her knowledge of Can-
ada’s foreign military involvement and how this affects the delivery of short-term humanitarian assistance and the longer-term 
development process. After she has gained further research and work experience, Melanie hopes to earn a masters in Public Policy 
with a focus on post-conflict reconstruction.  

Kavita Bapat recently completed an (Hon.) Bachelor’s degree in Public Affairs and Pol-

icy Management with a specialization in International Studies at Carleton University. 
Through her program, Kavita travelled to the Netherlands as an exchange student, and was 
able to enhance her knowledge in political economy and international governance from a 
European perspective. Additionally, the opportunity enabled Kavita to attended hearings at 
the International Criminal Court and other institutions which piqued her interest in interna-
tional conflict and security issues. This interest led her to pursue an Honours Thesis on the 
ethno-political conflict in Kashmir, its implications for the region, the role of bi-lateral and 
international mediation in the dispute, and security sector reform within Kashmir. Her 

charitable work with Amnesty International and the Red Cross has enabled her to better understand the significance of promot-
ing the protection of fundamental human rights. At the Atlantic Council of Canada, she plans to focus on issues of international 
security, conflict, and intelligence. In particular, her aim is to highlight issues of ethno-political conflict, proliferation, and ter-
rorism in South and Central Asia. Kavita is fluent in Marathi and Spanish and has a working knowledge of French and Hindi.  
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Richard Mabley is a recent graduate from the University of Montreal and HEC Montreal where he 

specialized in international commerce and international development. He intends on starting his Mas-
ter’s Degree at the University of Ottawa or at METU University in Turkey where he will study Interna-
tional relations and cyber-security. Richard was born in Ottawa, Ontario and is from a diplomatic fam-
ily. He has traveled extensively in the Middle East, Latin America and Europe. Most recently, Richard 
returned from three months in Turkey where he gained further international experience and enriched his 
understanding of the Turkish language. As a result of his travels, Richard speaks English, French, Span-
ish and Turkish. In addition to his formal University training, Richard has worked as part of an interna-
tional project that he founded. As part of this initiative, Richard wrote a thesis on the Ciudad del Saber, a 
platform of education and human development in Panama. Richard’s ultimate goal is to live abroad and 

work as a commercial delegate for the Canadian government. Through his work at the Atlantic council of Canada, Richard hopes 
to gain valuable work experience while exploring his interests in international relations, cyber-security, international commerce 
and human development.  

Tom Aagaard recently graduated from McGill University with a B.A. in History and 

Political Science (International Relations concentration) following the completion of an 
independent research paper examining the historical evolution of terrorist tactics to best 
exploit changing news media.  Tom is interested in state and non-state actors’ development 
of asymmetric technologies and strategies to counter areas of conventional Western mili-
tary dominance. He also plans to look at NATO’s adaptation to tackle security issues out-
side of its traditional purview, especially small arms proliferation and disarmament.  Tom 
is looking forward to interning at the Atlantic Council as an opportunity to learn more 
about NATO, meet interesting people, and help narrow down a more specific area to re-
search for a future M.A. in Security Studies. Tom has travelled independently in India, Europe, and Argentina.  

Opher Moses graduated with a B.A. Hons. in Economics from York University and is now 

completing his Masters in International Trade from the University of Saskatchewan. He has 
spent the last 10 years working for one of the five major banks in Canada and currently holds 
an advisory position in the Mortgages division. Opher is looking to leverage his banking ex-
perience to pursue a career in trade within a business development role. During university he 
participated in a philanthropic mission to Honduras with Proyecto Aldea Global (Project 
Global Village) which gave him the opportunity to work with farmers and assess trade issues 
on a micro level. He also participated in an exchange with the University of Haifa in Israel 
where he was exposed to various academics discussing the socio-economic issues of the Mid-

dle East. These experiences have honed his interests in international trade and economics which Opher plans to explore in more 
detail through his internship at ACC. His major topics of interest include the American and European financial crisis and the effect 
it has on prices/demand. Opher is fluent in Hindi and has a working knowledge of French and Hebrew.  

                        CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

The Atlantic Council of Canada would like to congratulate our Vice President, Col. (Ret’d) John 
McKenna on receiving an Ontario Volunteer Services Award. Col. McKenna is a long time member 
of the Atlantic Council of Canada and has consistently demonstrated a commitment to civic engage-
ment and volunteerism. We are happy that he has been recognized for his achievements in this area.  
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On April 12, the ACC hosted its annual 
Spring Conference at the University of 
Toronto. Entitled NATO's New Strategic 
Concept: Active Engagement, Modern 
Defence, this year's conference brought 
together distinguished scholars, policy-
makers, and members of the Canadian 
Forces to review and expand on NATO's 
core priorities, the challenges of the cur-
rent security environment, and the impli-
cations of the New Strategic Concept for 
Canadian security and defense.  
 
At the Lisbon Summit in November 2010, 
NATO leaders adopted the New Strategic 
Concept that will serve as the Alliance's 
roadmap for the next decade, while simul-
taneously renewing the Alliance’s com-
mitment to maintaining peace and security 
in the transatlantic region. Panelists shed 
light on the aim of the Concept by high-
lighting the three core tasks of the Alli-
ance:  

 
-Collective Defence and Deterrence 
-Crisis Management 
-Promoting International Security through  
 Cooperation 
 
Following a welcome address by the Hon. 
Bill Graham, Chairman of the ACC, the 
first of the three panels saw an engaging 
debate on the issues of non-proliferation, 
nuclear defense and deterrence, as well as 
cyber security. Anthony Seaboyer, Direc-
tor of the Proliferation Security Research 
Group at Queen’s University spoke on 
“Proliferation and Asymmetric Threats.” 
Mischel Kwon, owner and president of 
Mischel Kwon Associates, shared her in-
sights on unprotected information in cyber 
space. Due to the last-minute cancellation 
of her flight from Washington, she made 
her presentation via Skype, which found to 
be a workable substitute for her presence. 
Major Ian Rutherford, an assistant profes-
sor at the Royal Military College, dis-
cussed nuclear defense with an eye on new 
nuclear states.  
 
The second panel, moderated by Lieuten-
ant Colonel Robert Zeibler, centered on 
the issue of Partnerships for Crisis Man-
agement. Speaking on NATO-EU rela-
tions, Julie Lindhout, President of the At-
lantic Council of Canada emphasized the 

need for closer cooperation between civil-
ian and military bodies in order to achieve 
operational success in conflict prevention 
and crisis management. Dr. Alistair Edgar 
of Wilfrid Laurier University discussed 
the shared commitment between NATO 
and the United Nations to promote interna-
tional peace and security. While drawing 
attention to issues that have hindered 
closer cooperation between these two or-
ganizations, Dr. Edgar underlined ways in 
which each organization can complement 
the other in times of crises. While the UN 
reserves the authority to sanction or pro-
hibit national and collective responses to 
international crises, NATO states are able 
to provide hard military assets including 
military personnel and aircrafts as well as 
the technical and military know-how and 
command and control structure need to 
deal with today’s conflicts. The New Stra-
tegic Concept in conjunction with the 
2008 UN-NATO Declaration for enhanced 
cooperation demonstrates the aim of the 
Alliance to deepen political dialogue and 
practical cooperation with the UN.  
 
Touching on another critical partnership, 

Prof. Sergei Plekhanov of York Univer-
sity, called for more active cooperation 
between NATO and Russia, particularly 
by engaging in mutually beneficial pro-
jects such as joint missile defense. Imme-
diately following the Cold War, NATO's 
policies toward Russia were concerned 
with Russia's transition towards democ-
racy and economic liberalism as well as its 
geopolitical decline. In today's world, Dr. 
Plekhanov rightly argues that NATO 
needs Russia's assistance in dealing with 
security threats. In closing, Dr. Plekhanov 
asserted that shared security space means 
that adversarial Cold War alliances must 
be replaced by a security community ready 
to collaborate and assist in defusing inter-
national crises.  
 
Dr. Jamie Shea, the NATO Deputy Assis-

tant Secretary General for Emerging Secu-
rity Challenges Division, met with the 
audience through video conference to de-
liver a keynote address and respond to 
questions. Dr. Shea discussed 'Smart De-
fence', calling for role specialization 
among NATO states as well as effectively 
managing and concluding ‘old’ operations. 
Speaking on the future of NATO, Dr. Shea 
posed the question; ‘is collective defense 
nowadays mainly about protecting terri-
tory, and is it best upheld by conventional 
and nuclear weapons?’ In so doing he al-
luded to the fundamentally different com-
mand structure needed to address uncon-
ventional threats such as cyber security. 
Dr. Shea stressed that without projects that 
bind NATO and Russia together, talks 
between them would remain abstract at 
best.  
  
In the third panel, LGen (Ret’d) George 
E.C. Macdonald, a Senior Partner at CFN 
Consultants, presented a highly informa-
tive case study on the Lockheed Martin F-
35 fighter jet. Canada has made payments 
of approx. $168 million to the Joint Striker 
Fighter (JSF) program as a partner. Since 
2002, this investment has generated con-
tracts for more than 60 Canadian compa-
nies, research laboratories and universities. 
The Canadian government has stated its 
intention to purchase 65 of these fighters 
for the Armed Forces in order to replace 
its ageing CF-18 fleet. In addition to de-
tailing the strengths of the aircraft – which 
include advanced stealth design with 
fighter speed and agility, fully fused sen-
sor information, and network-enabled op-
erations – Macdonald responded to ques-
tions and concerns from many of the atten-
dees about Canada's involvement in the 
program as well as about the utility of the 
aircraft itself.  
 
Following the closing keynote address by 
LGen (Ret’d), Michael K. Jeffrey, which 
emphasized the need for the best available 
training and equipment for Canadian 
Forces as well as the support of the Cana-
dian public, Colonel (Ret’d) Brian Mac-

Report on the Atlantic Council of Canada’s 2011 Spring Conference 
By: David Hong 

...shared security space means that 
adversarial Cold War alliances 
must be replaced by a security 
community ready to collaborate 
and assist in defusing international 
crises.  

...without projects that bind NATO 
and Russia together, talks between 
them would remain abstract at best.  
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donald presented a summation of the day’s 
discussion and President Julie Lindhout 
made some closing remarks.  
A full day of panel discussions came to a 
close, as attendees were given the opportu-

nity to meet and speak with the panelists 
and fellow Atlantic Council members at a 
wine and cheese reception.  
The thought-provoking conference not only 
provided participants with valuable informa-

tion and perspectives on security challenges 
facing the world, but also acted as a forum 
for debate and lively discussion until the 
very end. 

Canada-Albania Business Forum  
Paves Way for Bright Investment Future 

By: Aleks Dhefto & Robert Baines  

The Canada-Albania Business Forum, organized by the Canada
-Albania Business Council (CABC), took place July 4th-7th 2011 
in Toronto and Calgary. This event was utilized by the CABC as 
grounds for introducing Albania’s new Ambas-
sador to Canada, H.E. Elida Petoshati, to the 
Canadian business community. The event was 
attended by political representatives, NGO’s, 
CEO’s/representatives of different Canadian 
companies interested in Albania as well as Her 
Excellency.  
 During the first two days in Toronto, 
much of the discussion centered around the 
future of the CABC and the different strategies 
it could follow to achieve its goals of creating a 
more stable and fruitful trade and investment 
environment between Canada and Albania. 
Many useful suggestions were brought to the 
table, including opening a branch in Tirana as well as focusing 
on specific industries such as tourism. 
 The latter half, which took place in Calgary, saw the 
focus shift towards the experiences of companies that are cur-
rently in Albania. Those in attendance shared stories of their 

success, challenges and hopes for the future. They then outlined 
the ways in which the CABC could aid them in achieving their 
goals. Some of these included: facilitating communication with 

the government during changes of law, provid-
ing grandfathering, lobbying the Albanian 
government in support of Canadian investors, 
assuring effective execution of laws and en-
couraging standardization with EU legislation.  
These thoughts were duly noted by the CABC, 
which is now working on planning the imple-
mentation the required changes.  At the end of 
the day, the message from the Canada-Albania 
Business Forum was quite positive. It was 
clear that the future is bright and that there is 
much room to grow. Albania is still able to 

host a substantial amount of investment in the areas of tourism, 
infrastructure, hydroelectric power, nuclear power, agribusiness, 
education and many others. The CABC will be looking to guide 
this sort of investment by using the positive experiences of those 
current members who are working in mining and oil & gas.  

                        CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Ted Opitz, ACC Director, was elected to the House of Commons by the constituency of 
Etobicoke Centre in a very tight race.  He has been appointed a member of the Standing 
Committee on Citizenship and Immigration and of the Standing Committee on National 
Defence.  We thank Ted for the significant contribution he has made to the ACC as a Vice-
President, a position he has had to resign since being elected.  We wish him every success. 

Cybersecurity DVDs Available 
 
The Atlantic Council of Canada would like to announce that DVD copies of our Fall 2010 Conference on Cyber Secu-
rity are available to our members. This event brought together leading academics, policymakers and members of the 
business community to discuss the emerging challenges of cybercrime, cyberespionnage and cyberwarfare. Copies are 
available free of charge to members, however donations are welcomed to offset production and mailing costs. Contact 
the office to request a copy. 
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Atlantic Council of Canada Annual Tribute Dinner 

On Wednesday May 18th, 2011, the Hon. Hal Jackman and Dr. Eric Jackman were feted at Trinity College by 
members of the Atlantic Council. These two gentlemen have contributed a tremendous amount of time and re-
sources to ensure that the Council remains on a firm footing. The Hon. Bill Graham particularly highlighted the 
formative roll played by the Hon. Hal Jackman in building the Atlantic Council in 
the sixties and seventies. The event was attended by many members of the Jackman 
family which further contributed to the community atmosphere.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 From left: Jocelyn Badovinac, Ken Foxercroft, 
Terry Wolff and Ed Badovinac 

Above: Terry Wolff, Ken Foxcroft, Sonja Bata 

The Headtable in the beautiful setting of Strachan Hall 

Above: MGen (Ret’d) Reginald Lewis and  
Ms. Kathryn Langley Hope          

James Poborsa, Tanah Sullivan and Jonathan 
Preece 

Dr. Eric Jackman, honouree   The Hon. Hal Jackman, honouree  
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The Hon. Bill Graham                         Trading stories: Hal Jackman, Bill Graham and Eric Jackman  
 

 

Assembled Guests in Strachan Hall 

Atlantic Council of Canada’s 2011 NATO Study Tour 
 

The Atlantic Council of Canada would like to invite you to participate in the 2011 NATO Study Tour to be 
held between September 24 and October 1. Participants of this year’s tour will visit NATO diplomatic and 
military cites in Belgium, Germany and France. Highlights of this year’s trip include briefings at NATO 
Headquarters, SHAPE and the OECD. Spots are still available although interested parties are encouraged to 
register as soon as possible. For more information please contact Julie Lindhout at (416) 979-1875 or email 
info@atlantic-council.ca. 
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As a student of international relations 
and conflict studies I, like millions of oth-
ers, had been glued to the reports covering 
the unfolding uprisings that took place 
across the Arab world this year. In the 
span of a few short months we witnessed 
revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt, civil 
war and foreign intervention in Libya, 
political turmoil in Lebanon, and a new 
chapter in Israeli-Palestinian relations. 

  
At the beginning of the new year a first-
hand visit to the region was only a dream 
for me, but this quickly became a reality 
when I was selected to attend an exchange 
course on Arab-Israeli conflict resolution 
at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
Scrambling to put together an itinerary, I 
decided that after my course concluded I 
would visit Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria and 
Jordan. The weeks leading up to the April 
29 departure date were spent with a close 
eye on developing events. A terrorist 
bombing in Jerusalem, the kidnapping of 
seven Estonian tourists in Lebanon and 
the military crackdown on protests in 
Syria all suddenly seemed closer to home. 
 Arriving in Israel, the first thing I 
noticed was the level of security: multiple 
checkpoints, constant questioning and a 
visible military presence have become a 
routine part of everyday life. Though ten-
sions have somewhat cooled since the end 
of the Second Intifada, its scars are still 
evident—the cafeteria where we ate lunch 
everyday was the site of a 2002 terror 
attack that killed nine and injured over 
100. The course I attended, taught by a 
renowned expert in the field of conflict 
management and resolution, was balanced 
and illuminating. An interesting differ-
ence in academia between my home and 
host countries, was that while a minority 
of Canadians writing about conflict have 
ever done military service, everyone of 
the Israeli students I met had served in the 
armed forces, many of them witnessing 
active warfare. My professor for example, 

had been an intelligence officer during the 
Gulf War, advising the government that 
under no circumstances should they re-
spond militarily to Saddam Hussein’s 
scud missile attacks. 
 Seeking to understand both sides 
of the disputes I was studying, I also spent 
some (though not enough) time in the 
West Bank. I was immediately taken 
aback by the seemingly bottomless hospi-
tality of the Palestinian people. As some-
thing of a seasoned traveler, I was wary of 
accepting any kind of ‘free lunch,’ but 
quickly learned that the motive behind 
constant invitations for tea or coffee was 
often simply for shopkeepers and their 
families to tell their story to a foreign au-
dience. In Bethlehem and Ramallah, now 

A Student’s Travels in the New Middle East 
Or 

How I Stopped Worrying and Learned to Love Protracted Conflicts 
By: James Bridger  

Hebron, West Bank – Children and barbed wire be-
low, turrets above 

                   IN MEMORIAM... 
 

Cameron Douglas Campbell 
 
The ACC mourns the loss of Cam Campbell.  After a courageous nine year battle with cancer, 
Cam passed away Wednesday, July 20.  During the 1990s, Cam was Vice-President – Commu-
nications, and was very active in ACC affairs.  After pressures at work forced him to step down 
as Vice-President, he continued to be available as a communications advisor, and remained a 
director until his death.  We extend our sincere sympathies to his wife, Laura, and his children, 
Elizabeth, Jocelyn and Ian.   

A terrorist bombing in Jerusalem, 
the kidnapping of seven Estonian 
tourists in Lebanon and the mili-
tary crackdown on protests in 
Syria all suddenly seemed closer 
to home. 

Beirut, Lebanon – Scars of the Civil War remain in 
the heart of this city of glamour 



701-165 University Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5H 3B8, Tel 416.979.1875, Fax 416.979.0825, info@atlantic-council.ca www.atlantic-council.ca 

August 2011 August 2011  99  

 under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian 
Authority, I saw a functioning government 
in place, making me optimistic about the 
prospects of a 
P a l e s t i n i a n 
state. In Hebron 
however, things 
were  much 
darker and more 
fiercely con-
tested, as Israeli 
settlers and Pal-
estinians were 
locked in conflict over a site that (like so 
many others) is holy to both Judaism and 
Islam. While I was made very aware of its 

purpose, I must say that I was also deeply 
disturbed by the ominous security wall (or 
fence depending on who you ask) that 
divides Israel and the West Bank. 
 Moving on from Israel to one of 
the Arab states with which it has not 
signed a peace treaty is no easy endeavor. 
While travelers can ask not to have their 
passport stamped as they enter and exit 

Israel, any evidence of an overland border 
crossing into Egypt or Jordan is enough to 
deny one entry to Lebanon or Syria. In 

order to get around this, friends and I first 
flew to Cyprus before moving on to Leba-
non. Though it was a detour of necessity, 

the divided island proved 
incredibly fascinating for 
me as it represents an inter-
state and international con-
flict that, while being 
peacefully ‘managed’ for 
over 35 years, remains un-
solved to this day. Even 
though the whole island has 
been an EU member since 

2004, the self-declared ‘Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC)’ maintains a 
separate language, currency, and govern-
ment. Its independence however, remains 
recognized only by Turkey. 
 In recent years the border cross-
ing in Nicosia—‘Europe’s last divided 
capital’—has become a much smoother 
affair. Greek and Turkish Cypriot forces 
monitor each side respectively, while a 
UN buffer force (including one Canadian) 
patrols the dividing line. Since EU acces-
sion traffic now flows much more freely, 
Greek Cypriots often taking advantage of 
cheaper consumer goods and food in the 
north, while Turkish Cypriots shop in the 
south for luxury products that were previ-
ously unavailable to them. This being said, 
I also met hard-line Greek Cypriots who 
had not travelled to the north side since the 
Turkish invasion of 1974, refusing to do 
so until the island is reunified. 
 I arrived nervously in Lebanon as 
I checked off ‘NO’ in the form box that 
asked if I had ever visited ‘Occupied Pal-
estine.’ Having zealously removed all 
traces of Israel from my luggage, I was 
relieved when there was no further investi-
gation beyond a scouring of my passport. 
Lebanon for me was a fascinating display 
of diversity and juxtapositions. In Beirut, 
designer clothing stores sit just a few kilo-
meters away from overcrowded Palestin-
ian refugee camps and Lamborghinis and 
Ferraris drive past the shells of bombed 

out buildings. Having gone through 
a gruesome civil war, military oc-
cupations by two regional powers 
and a recent wave of conflict be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah all in 
the span of a single generation, the 
Lebanese people I met were in-
credibly resilient and surprisingly 
upbeat. 

 Everywhere in the compact coun-
try is easily accessible from the capital, 
making for very interesting contrasts. Just  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

an hour and a half from the glitzy night-
clubs of Beirut lies the Hezbollah strong-
hold of the Bekaa Valley, its streets 
adorned with posters of the (Canadian-
designated terrorist) organization’s leader 
Hassan Nasrallah as well as pictures of the 
Iranian Ayatollahs. I had my own personal 
experience with the country’s conflict 
while sitting in a café in the southern city 
of Sidon, when halfway through a deli-
cious falafel sandwich a loud blast sud-
denly shook the restaurant’s windows and 
rattled its doors. Unsure of what had just 
happened, we went outside to see smoke 
billowing about 700 meters in the distance 
and heard the sirens of emergency vehicles 
rushing towards the site. While we heard 
rumors that it had been a roadside bomb 
aimed at UN peacekeepers, it wasn’t until 
getting back to Beirut that we learned that 
it was an attack on an Italian logistical 
convoy that had left six injured, two in 
critical condition. Needless to say, I was 
relieved to be heading to peaceful Jordan 
the following day. 
 The Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan was not immune to the effects of the 
‘Arab Spring,’ but the escalation from 
protests to violence was thankfully 
avoided after King Abdullah II dismissed 
the government of Prime Minister Rifai. It 
was hard not to notice that in almost every 
shop, café or restaurant there hung pic-
tures of the King, his wife Queen Rania, or 
his father King Abdullah I. While this 
might initially appear as something of a 
cult of personality, it seemed to me that it 
was actually a legitimate display of na-

In Beirut, designer clothing 
stores sit just a few kilometers 
away from overcrowded Pales-
tinian refugee camps and Lam-
borghinis and Ferraris drive 
past the shells of bombed out 

buildings.  

I had my own personal experience with 
the country’s conflict while sitting in a 
café in the southern city of Sidon, when 
halfway through a delicious falafel sand-
wich a loud blast suddenly shook the res-
taurant’s windows and rattled its doors.  

Beirut, Lebanon – Scars of the Civil War re-
main in the heart of this city of glamour 

The security wall, Israel/West Bank – The one 
silver lining about divisive security barriers is 
that they provide for some very inspired art-
work 
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tional admiration and respect for the royal 
family. Jordanians both young and old ex-
pressed to me their approval of the 
Hashemite’s gradual democratic reforms, 
the country’s economic growth, and prag-
matism displayed in Jordan’s peace negotia-
tions with Israel. In 1994, the kingdom be-
came the second Arab state to make a peace 
deal with Israel. Economically, I was told, 
this was a very good thing for Jordan. Not 
only did it result in heavy aid and invest-
ment from the US 
and other Western 
states, but it also 
opened up the market 
to Israeli tourists and 
other foreigners who 
wanted to visit the 
region without the 
travel restrictions 
associated with Leba-
non or Syria. This is not to say that Jordan is 
without economic problems, there is a 
growing income disparity between the rich 
and poor—many of whom are Palestinian or 
Iraqi refugees. The rise in price of basic 
commodities continues to inspire periodic 
protests. 
 While I had initially intended to 
spend a week in Syria, I made the difficult 
decision mid-trip to abandon these plans. 
During my travels I met several people who 
had just come from the country, resulting in 
many conflicting reports. Syrians I met in 
Lebanon told me that the Western media’s 
coverage (he called out the BBC and Al-
Jazeera in particular) of the government’s 
response to the protests had been widely 
exaggerated—a smear campaign against the 

Assad regime one man called it. On the op-
posite end, I met an Egyptian whose brother 
had been detained for a week, with no fam-
ily notification, simply for trying to enter 
the country. I also met a young couple that 
had fled Damascus for Amman with a six-
month-old baby in tow; they were looking 
to rent an apartment in Jordan until tensions 
died down in their native country. 
 Though it was with great regret 
that I missed out on the wonders of Damas-

cus, the week of spare time 
allowed me to make an 
impromptu trip to Egypt. I 
arrived at the Red Sea 
beach town of Dahab to 
find it three quarters 
empty. The Egyptian 
Revolution and its uncer-
tain aftermath had dealt an 
enormous blow to the 

country’s integral tourism industry. It was 
only in the last few weeks, I was told, that 
tourists had started to trickle back in. Walk-
ing down the boardwalk was an eerie ex-
perience as there was a two-kilometer 
stretch of resorts that were either completely 
empty or half finished—forming a ghost 
town along the beach. Though it was an 
eight-hour bus ride to Cairo, I met several 
people who had gone to protest in Tahrir 
Square. Their greatest source of resentment 
appeared to be the massive corruption and 
cronyism that had permeated the Mubarak 
regime. Though they expressed some uncer-
tainty over the country’s post-revolution 
direction, the majority of Egyptians I spoke 
with were rightfully proud of what they had 
accomplished and were optimistic about  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

their future.  
 The six short weeks that I spent in 
the Middle East gave me a much deeper 
understanding of a turbulent place that I had 
previously only known through books, arti-
cles and headlines. I met people on all sides 
of the region’s myriad conflicts, opening my 
ears to opinions and arguments I had never 
heard before. While I encountered several 
hardliners, the majority of those I spoke to 
desired only peace and a better way for-
ward—be it between Israelis and Palestini-
ans, the sectarian groups in Lebanon, or the 
emerging political forces in Egypt. The ex-
perience couldn’t help but make a hard real-
ist just a bit more optimistic.  

Walking down the boardwalk 
was an eerie experience as 
there was a two-kilometer 

stretch of resorts that were ei-
ther completely empty or half 

finished—forming a ghost town 
along the beach.  

Sidon, Lebanon – A memorial to assassinated 
prime minister Rafic Hariri. An ominous warn-
ing as a bomb went off near us later that day. 

 
 
 
 
 

9th Annual Joint Conference  
Wednesday, October 5th, 2011 
Hilton Hotel, Istanbul, Turkey 

 
On the 5th of October 2011, the Canadian-Turkish Business Council (CTBC) and its partner, the Turkish-Canadian Business Council 
(TCBC) of DEIK (Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey), will hold their 9th annual conference in Istanbul on Business Op-
portunities for Canadian Companies in Turkey. In addition, the Ontario Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, the Quebec 
Ministry of Economic Development, Innovation and Exportation and the Canadian Consulate in Istanbul are organizing for the par-
ticipation of Canadian ICT companies to partake in the CeBIT Belisim, the number one ICT fair in Eurasia that will be taking place 
in Istanbul between the 6th and 9th of October 2011. We invite you all to come join us for these events.  
 
NOTE:  The mission registration form must be completed and returned to the CTBC by e-mail (richard.mabley@atlantic-council.ca) 
or by fax (416 979-0825) or by phone (416-640-2224).  Registration information will be available at http://bit.ly/oJORVF. 
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 Allied Forces Versus Taliban in Afghanistan: Some thoughts 
By Tahera Qurban Ali 

The Taliban forced Afghans to conform to their ideology or be 
killed, imprisoned or hanged publicly if anyone resisted their 
cruel and Un-Islamic ideology. In contrast, the Americans with 
the Allied Forces are simply offering Afghans the freedom of 
choice to worship, to dress according to their own choice and to 
practice their own religious beliefs. The Allied Forces offer the 
opportunity and promote multiculturalism and diversity. I am 
convinced that the acceptance and the pro-
motion of multiculturalism is the only cure 
for the very much troubled and divided 
people of Afghanistan. Essentially Afghans 
are diverse in ethnicity and religion and in 
their customary practices, thus once Af-
ghans learn to be more tolerant and re-
spectful of the differences of the others, only then can the seed of 
peace and prosperity be successfully planted in Afghanistan.  
 As you see in this photo, here are the international 
“expats” working in Afghanistan, celebrating the Ramadan Iftar 
with their Afghan guards and drivers. One of our expats was 
Muslim and he fasted and prayed every day and three other Non 
Muslims expats fasted one day each just to show their support 
for their Muslim colleagues and to 
share the spirit of Ramadan with them. 
When Ramadan ended and the cele-
bration of Eid started, each expat 
bought gifts for all of the colleagues 
who had fasted during the month of 
Ramadan. This was an extraordinary 
example of loving each other on the 
basis of humanity not religion or race. 
Democracy and freedom of choice is 
the greatest gift and this is what the 
Allied Forces are enabling Afghans to 
accomplish. 
 Life for aid workers is always 
a risk. Kidnapping for ransom is ex-
tremely high in Afghanistan. Very 
credible sources who have security 
companies in Afghanistan, told me 
that since 2003 more than 2000 aid 
workers, both national and interna-
tional, have been killed in Afghani-
stan. Women and educated people are 
high targets for the insurgents because 
this will guarantee the insurgents me-
dia coverage. There is hardly any per-
sonal freedom for the aid workers as 
most of them are locked in their compounds for their protection. 
An international aid worker was shot down in Kabul by a gun-
man on a motorcycle while on a morning jog.  
 Most of these aid workers and soldiers experience rela-
tionship troubles with their loved ones. Some go through di-
vorces because of the distance and the stress of the work. The 
wife of one of my American colleagues is currently under medi-
cal care for these very reasons. For the past seven years her hus-

band has been in Afghanistan working and only visiting her for 
special holidays. I know how it feels when loved ones are in a 
conflict zone like Afghanistan, as I have a brother there and I 
worry about him day and night. The families of the soldiers are 
going through the same hardships, since they worry day and 
night for their loved ones on the battle fields in a foreign land. I 
am not sure how much support system is in place for the families 
of these aid workers and soldiers.   

 To provide some insight into the 
lives of the aid workers and troops in Af-
ghanistan, I was invited to the ISAF head-
quarters for a Salsa dance. I enjoyed 
watching the troops dance and have a good 
time. They have formed their own social 

gatherings and networks to make life as pleasant as possible un-
der the given circumstances.  The aid workers have their own 
restaurants and entertainment clubs that they visit. Life goes on 
in a much different but steady way. They all find new things to 
keep them busy and happy. Among all the turmoil and danger 
there is also laughter and happiness. I hope this article brings 
some comfort to the families of those who have lost their loved 
ones in Afghanistan.  

Women and educated people are 
high targets for the insurgents be-
cause this will guarantee the insur-

gents media coverage. 

Tahera Qurban Ali is an Afghan-born Canadian who has travelled 
back to Afghanistan on a number of occasions, most recently during 
the summer and fall of 2010 which is the basis for this article. 
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 The Atlantic Council of Canada at the Sixth Annual International  
Crisis Management Seminar: The Case of Sudan 

By: Melanie Clarke, Kavita Bapat & James Bridger 

On June 24 – 30, three Atlantic Council 
interns, Kavita Bapat, James Bridger and 
Melanie Clarke, represented the ACC at 
the Sixth Annual International Crisis 
Management Seminar: The Case of Su-
dan, at Queens University in Kingston, 
Ontario. The International Crisis Man-
agement Seminar is a partnership be-
tween Queens Uni-
versity and the Uni-
versity of Mannheim 
in Germany, inviting 
students from across 
Canada and Europe 
to attend and take 
part in a three day 
simulation. This 
year’s topic, “The 
Case of Sudan,” 
dealt with potential 
points of crisis aris-
ing from South Su-
dan’s march to inde-
pendence.   
 Prior to the 
three day simulation, students engaged in 
lectures and talks with leading scholars 
and experts in Sudanese conflict response 
and mitigation. In addition, participants 
met with the Government of Canada’s 
Sudan team at the Canadian International 
Development Agency’s head office in 

Ottawa. Students engaged with employ-
ees from the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency, Department of For-
eign Affairs and International Trade, De-
partment of National Defence, and the 
members of the Canadian Forces to Su-
dan, and were granted the opportunity to 
ask frank questions concerning Canada’s 
role in Sudan.  
 The crisis simulation took place 
over three days, and consisted of multi-
lateral and bilateral discussions and nego-

tiations, led by the seminar’s United Na-
tions representatives. Participants, each 
with their own intentions, sought to ad-
dress the issue of the separation of South 
Sudan from Sudan, having to present at 
mock press conferences and responding 
to emergencies and crises as they arose. 
The Atlantic Council of Canada’s interns 
participated as the President of Sudan, 

President of China, and the Defense Min-
ister of Ethiopia respectively. The week 
long seminar ended with the unanimous 
signing of a new UN mandate and closed 
with a discussion led by Germany’s Am-
bassador to Canada.  
 Overall, the seminar was an 
engaging, fun and valuable learning ex-
perience, and provided our interns with 
the opportunity to meet with and work 
with students from a variety of post-
secondary institutions, and engage with 
stimulating material on a number of dif-
ferent levels. Their reflections are as fol-
lows:  
 
Walking a Week in al-Bashir’s Shoes – 
Kavita Bapat 
 
 Upon discovering that I was 
assigned the role of Sudanese President 
Omar al-Bashir, I will admit I was 
slightly nervous to be playing a leader 
accused on counts of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and genocide. How-
ever, the challenge of playing such a con-
troversial leader excited me, as it pro-
vided an opportunity to view situations 

contrary to the perspective that I gener-
ally hold as a westerner and the chance to 
exercise a great deal of tactful diplomacy 
in dealing with all the different delega-
tions in the international forum. At the 
beginning of the simulation my team and 
I outlined the goals we wished to achieve 
at the end of the exercise and agreed to 
be relatively lenient in bargaining while 

being hard and fast 
on achieving three 
main goals. The 
first was to keep 
the contested oil-
rich region of 
Abyei region from 
South Sudan for as 
long as we could; 
the second was to 
maintain our oil 
revenues and in-
crease investment 
while also  decreas-
ing out  debt bur-
den; and finally to 
prevent western 

interventionism at all costs; favouring the 
African Union slogan of “African solu-
tions for African problems.”  
 We were able to achieve all of 
the stated goals but it was not without 
being thrown at least one or two curve 
balls and much negotiation along the 
way. In short, there were considerable 
challenges in playing Sudan. Firstly, we 
had to contend with the fact that the 
simulation’s western nations (Germany, 
Canada, and the US) did not wish to en-
gage with us and were particularly obsti-
nate on most issues, thus we could not 
rely on them for investment or debt re-
duction. However, this allowed our rela-
tionship with China to grow and flour-
ish—China increased their oil shares, 
while their continued investment helped 
to fuel our economy and reduce our sub-
stantial debt. Another issue the West con-
tinually challenged us on was “my” in-
dictment issued by the International 
Criminal Court for crimes against hu-
manity pertaining to Darfur. To contend 
with this we convinced China, all African 
nations in the simulation (excluding 

I was slightly nervous to be play-
ing a leader accused on counts of 
war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, and genocide. However, 
the challenge of playing such a 
controversial leader excited me... 
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 South Sudan), and the African Union that 
it would hamper progress and further de-
stabilize the region to remove Sudan’s 
head of state during this delicate transi-
tion. Another challenge for our delegation 
rested in negotiations with South Sudan 
on the topic of Abyei, as they wished to 
rush a referendum on the region, while it 
was in our interest to keep Abyei for as 
long as we could. Though South Sudan’s 
approach towards the referendum was a 
staunch one, we 
were able to negoti-
ate and convince 
them to push back 
the referendum for 
18 months (up from 
an initial 2 month 
period), provided that when the referen-
dum occurred we would accept its out-
come whole-heartedly.  
 In this vein, we also co-operated 
with South Sudan in creating a Joint Inte-
grated Unit at our shared border to pro-
vide protection for Internally Displaced 
People (IDPs), which served as a success 
on the regional front and a substantial 
confidence building measure between our 
delegations.  We, along with all other par-
ticipants, found great success in our abil-
ity to come to a consensus upon 
creating an extended UN mandate 
for Sudan and South Sudan. Not 
only was this mandate agreed to by 
all delegations, but we all had a part 
in writing it and it is to our credit as 
a group that the document was re-
flective of the aims and desires of 
all parties to the simulation. All in 
all, the simulation was an amazing 
learning experience and in many 
ways was indicative of what may go 
on in the real-world, particularly 
with the United Nations. It also taught me 
that while it doesn’t pay to be Omar al-
Bashir in real life, it’s definitely a lot of 
fun in a simulation. 
 
Ethiopia: Caught in the Middle – 
Melanie Clarke  
 
Ethiopia houses the largest military in 
Africa and has the second largest popula-
tion in Africa; yet, remains heavily de-
pendent on a secure regional environment 
for access to sea ports. Going into the 
negotiations, Ethiopia was extremely cog-
nizant of the possible repercussions 
should the negotiations go poorly. Deeply 

concerned about conflict spillover effects, 
Ethiopia sought to play a major role in 
mitigating and moderating discussions 
between the two Sudans, by helping to 
facilitate a peaceful resolution concerning 
oil revenue sharing and the status of the 
dispute Abyei region. 
 The Ethiopian delegation entered 
into negotiations wanting to capitalize on 
existing friendships with Western Allies 
and African Partners, but from the start, 

came up against hard-
lined American and 
Canadian policies. 
Unyielding in their 
stances on condemn-
ing al-Bashir as a war 
criminal, the two na-

tions threatened to cut off all financial 
assistance to Ethiopia if a solution that 
pleased the Americans could not be 
agreed on. The American stance was un-
reasonable; Ethiopia borders both North 
and the South Sudan and if conflict broke 
out, the economic, political, and social 
implications for Ethiopia would be devas-
tating. Given no alternative, Ethiopia reit-
erated its sustained commitment and 
friendship to the United States, but in-
sisted that Ethiopia would not choose be-

tween what was best for regional stability 
and development assistance from Western 
nations. Fortunately, the American dele-
gates were able to put this into perspec-
tive, and did not eliminate financial sup-
port to Ethiopia. In the end, we were able 
to come to a fairly equitable conclusion, 
with an agreed upon UN mandate, that 
included support for Ethiopian peacekeep-
ers in the form of more African troops.  
 Ethiopia was a great position to 
play, we were placed in a very difficult 

position for much of the simulation, but 
we learned a lot about how to work with 
uncompromising partners and how to 
overcome adversity though strategic di-
plomacy. We worked and stood with our 
African partners in the face of Western 
opposition, and we were able to achieve 
what we believed was best for Ethiopia’s, 
and more importantly, Africa’s regional 
security and stability.  
 

 
Hu’s in Charge: Playing China at the 
ICM – Hu Jintao (James Bridger) 
 
 In Chinese calligraphy, two char-
acters are used to form the word ‘crisis.’ 
The first brush stroke stands for danger, 
the other for opportunity. It was with this 
insight in mind that we, the Chinese dele-
gation, approached the issue of South Su-
dan’s secession from the north. To begin 
with, it was not a situation that China had 
hoped would come to pass, as it was clear 

that one of our most important African 
allies was soon to be cleaved in two. 
Sino-Sudanese relations had been close 
for decades—China is Sudan’s largest 
trading partner and the largest share-
holder in its oil industry. (On a more 
unsavory note, there are also 
“accusations” that Chinese small arms 
had skirted UN weapons embargoes 
and found their way into the hands of 
militias in Darfur). While the Western 
powers sought to pressure and bully 
Sudan over its “human rights viola-

tions,” “acts of genocide,” and charges of 
“ethnic cleansing,” we in China still ad-
here to the principle of non-intervention in 
the political affairs of sovereign states. 
Unaffected by petty concerns, the Chinese 
goal was simply to establish a stable secu-
rity environment along the new Sudanese 
border. So long as oil kept flowing, our 
interests would be served. 
 China sought to ease the transi-
tion that Sudan, and particularly Omar al-
Bashir, was forced to undergo. We fought 
hard with our African partners to prevent 
any kind of Western military deployment 
in the region. Like the AU, our preference 
was for “African solutions to African 

...we learned a lot about how to 
work with uncompromising part-
ners and how to overcome adver-
sity though strategic diplomacy.  

Though China was sad to see an 
old ally torn in two, we did not 
let personal sentiment get in the 
way of good business. 

The Ethiopian Caucus. On left: 
Melanie Clarke from the ACC 
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 problems”—particularly where Chinese 
investment was involved.  While we even-
tually gave consent to the deployment of a 
UN/AU peacekeeping force, it was on the 
condition that the Western powers kept 
their boots off the ground and dropped 
their calls for Bashir’s indictment. In ef-
fort to give our ally some breathing room, 
China also called for the proposed Abyei 
referendum to be pushed back 18 months. 
With troops from the north currently occu-
pying the disputed region, it was our hope 
that the future referendum will reflect 
these “facts on the ground.” 
 Though China was sad to see an 
old ally torn in two, we did not let per-
sonal sentiment get in the way of good 
business. As South Sudan now controls 
roughly 80 percent of the total oil fields, it 
was imperative that China establish good 

relations with the new state. Skirting be-
tween meetings with the two Sudans, the 
Chinese delegation helped broker a deal 
that would leave a 50-50 oil revenue shar-
ing scheme in place for the next five years. 
Much to the dismay of the north however, 
it is land-locked South Sudan’s ultimate to 
goal to achieve petroleum independence 
by building a new pipeline through Kenya 
so that they are no longer reliant on the 
Port Sudan facilities of the north. Seeking 
to take advantage of this situation, China 
offered to finance the survey and construc-
tion of the pipeline in exchange for a 40 
percent share in the new South Sudanese 
oil company. 
 Negotiating with two mutual sus-
picious Sudans, an assertive African bloc, 
and an intervention-happy Western alli-
ance was a delicate balancing act for 

China. Though we had our points of con-
tention, we were happy to be part of the 
drafting of a resolution that was eventually 
accepted by all sides. As China continues 
on its peaceful rise, it is inevitable that our 
country will come to play a larger role in 
international mediation. It is our hope that 
China’s constructive role in the Sudan is a 
reflection of things to come. 

Out of Current Quagmire, Former Ambassador Gherson Proposes New 
Global Trade Regime for Stability and Prosperity 

By: Tom Aagaard 

Speaking before the Atlantic Council of 
Canada’s 2011 Annual General Meeting, 
former Canadian Ambassador Randolph 
Gherson delivered a candid description of 
the current global economic situation and 
outlined a proposed approach for interna-
tional free trade which could be conducive 
to economic stability. Over a distinguished 
36-year civil service career Mr. Gherson 
held a number of positions in international 
trade and economic policy, most notably 
as Ambassador and Permanent Represen-
tative to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. 

Mr.  Gherson stated that the 
global economic crisis that began with the 
American financial meltdown and after-
math revealed the status quo as fundamen-
tally unsustainable. Additionally, the con-
fluence of major natural disasters and po-
litical turmoil in the Middle East has 
added to a sense of uncertainty and insta-
bility. In these dark economic times, states 

are succumbing to the temptation to en-
gage in the type of “beggar thy neighbor” 
and protectionist policies that proved dis-
astrous in the 1930s. Instead, Mr. Gherson 
believes we should grasp the current crisis 
as an opportunity to revise the global trade 
structure to ensure stable, equitable, long-
term growth. 

 Mr.  Gherson pointed to the 
statesmanship in the desperate days of 
1941 in which the Atlantic Charter was 
signed. It set out the 8 principles to guide 
post-war peace settlement which instilled 
“hope and confidence” to reconstructing a 
better world. Its economic points referred 
to lower trade barriers, economic coopera-
tion, and social welfare. These formed the 
basis for the establishment of the Bretton-
Woods Agreement, the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trades (GATT), and a 
variety of UN organizations that collec-
tively constituted the regime that helped 
create such prosperity in the post-war 
world. Turning a wartime crisis into op-

portunity for post-war reconstruction 
should be a source of inspiration in our 
current economic situation.  However, 
while lauding the Atlantic Charter as a 
model to be emulated, Mr. Gherson sug-
gests it is time to renew the system it 
spawned. He is particularly worried that 
since the Doha round of WTO negotia-

tions stalled, countries have been 
abandoning the best route to mu-
tual economic prosperity – global 
multilateral trade liberalization –
for narrow bilateral or regional 
trade agreements. Indeed, some 
weeks after Mr. Gherson’s presen-
tation, media reports referred to the 
WTO Annual Report for 2011 

which quoted its Director General’s con-
cern about the “spaghetti bowl of regula-
tory regimes”, namely the almost 300 
preferential bilateral and regional arrange-
ments.     Additionally, many of the rising 
economic powers like Brazil, India, and 
China perceive the existing General 
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs rules of 
1947 as the products of a bygone era of 
Western economic dominance. Mr. Gher-
son argued that what is needed is a new 
mechanism to heal the differences be-
tween the OECD states, the emerging in-
dustrialized countries (EICs) and the less 
developed countries (LDCs), and restore 
progress on trade liberalization.  

Mr. Gherson believes we should 
grasp the current crisis as an 
opportunity to revise the global 
trade structure to ensure stable, 
equitable, long-term growth. 

what is needed is a new mechanism to 
heal the differences between the OECD 
states, the emerging industrialized 
countries (EICs) and the less developed 
countries (LDCs), and restore progress 
on trade liberalization.  
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  Mr. Gherson believes important lessons can be learned 
from the successful European Community experience. First, any 
framework must recognize and respect social and economic dis-
parities between states. Second, trade liberalization should be a 
gradual long-term process. Based on this, he proposes that the 
WTO membership be a reformed WTO with states divided into 
three categories, each committed to a different phased schedule 
of trade-liberalization over a period of 15 years with 2020 as a 
target date. The “calendars” would reflect the domestic realities 
of each group and include anti-dumping laws and a binding dis-
pute resolution mechanism. Mr. Gherson states that the 
“ingenuity of the calendar is that it is neutral, technical, and…
charts an irreversible course.” Such a process would provide di-
rection and create the climate of common purpose and stability 
needed for sustained economic growth involving the rationaliza-
tion of production, distribution and supply chains generating in-
creased investment, employment and R & D.  The EU experience 
showed that during the calendar period for its customs union the 
enlarged common market was seen as a zone of economic stabil-
ity, generally because of the predictability of phased liberaliza-

tion. The long term period and phased liberalization of trade 
among the OECD countries, EICs and LDCs as divided into three 
calendars  would allow for a transition adjustment process to 
mitigate the inevitably   painful domestic reforms,  e.g., eliminat-
ing subsidies, supply management schemes, etc.  The loss of 
preferences in markets afforded by current bilateral and regional 
free trade agreements would be more than compensated by unre-
stricted access to world markets. In particular, the speaker 
pointed out that the OECD countries and EICs together represent 
a large market of almost 3 billion with a skilled human resource 
with purchasing power and phased liberalization of trade would 
offer great opportunity for economic growth and prosperity. Con-
cluding his speech, Mr. Gherson pre-emptively responded to   
likely critics of the international free trade proposal by stressing 
that the global financial crisis has revealed that continuing busi-
ness as usual was untenable and called upon the political will and 
statesmanship of OECD and G20 countries to spearhead reform 
to assure economic stability in the post-recovery period. 
 

Red Flag Rising? Chinese Naval Advancement  
and the Impact on Pacific Security 

By: Tom Aagaard and James Bridger 

When Canadians think of overlapping territorial 
claims, competition over untapped resources, and debates sur-
rounding the freedom of the seas it is usually the Arctic that 
comes to mind. However, these same disputes also exist in the 
Indo-Pacific, particularly in the South China Sea. As the Lowy 
Institute recently reported, these sea lanes—
through which half the world’s maritime trade 
passes—are becoming “more crowded, con-
tested and vulnerable to armed strife.” In recent 
months, deep-seated historical quarrels have 
burst to the surface, threatening the security and 
prosperity of all Pacific states. Central to these 
conflicts has been the rapid rise of China, whose 
economic growth is being translated into a new 
military assertiveness. Apprehension concerning the role China 
will come to play in the Pacific has provoked anxiety among 
littoral states and caused the US to reevaluate its strategic inter-
ests in the region. As this debate is often charged with national-
ist rhetoric coming from all sides, it is important to step back 
and engage in an objective analysis of the impact that Chinese 
naval developments will have on the Pacific balance of power 
and the implications for regional security. 
Recognizing that open warfare in the South 
China Sea would be mutual devastating to all 
Pacific nations, mechanisms for conflict pre-
vention and mediation will also be explored. 

Traditionally, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) has been the service of least importance. How-
ever, through a mixture of foreign purchases, joint develop-
ments, and increasingly indigenous production, the capabilities 
of the PLAN have grown by leaps and bounds in the past two 

decades. According to China’s State Oceanic Administration, 
the country’s goal is to build up to a “mid level maritime 
power” by 2020, able to “counter challenges and threats at sea.” 
As its energy demands exponentially increase, the security of 
shipping lanes has become central to Beijing’s foreign policy 

and military calculations. Indicative of this, China 
has sent three missions to combat piracy off the 
coast of Somalia since 2008—the first time Chi-
nese naval vessels have been deployed outside 
East Asia in over 500 years. “At a time when 
China’s interests span the globe, it does not fit 
China’s national interests to have a naval defence 
strategy restricted to its territorial waters,” noted 
an international politics expert at Peking Univer-

sity. Whilst pursuing this strategy, it is the acquisition of two 
weapon systems in particular that have captured international 
intention: China’s first aircraft carrier and a revolutionary Anti-
Ship Ballistic Missile. 

In 1998, the defence press reacted with skepticism 
when it was announced that a private Hong Kong firm had pur-
chased an unfinished aircraft carrier from a Ukrainian shipyard 

with the intention of turning it into a float-
ing casino. The Soviet-era ship, the 
Varyag, was structurally complete but 
lacked electronics, weapons systems, en-
gines, or a rudder. The ship never ended up 

in its alleged destination of Macau, but was instead towed to the 
Dalian shipyards. Since 2002, the ship—rechristened the Shi 
Lang— has been extensively overhauled and modified with the 
installation of a variety of electronics, Chinese weapon systems, 
and new Ukrainian engines. Approximately two thirds the size 

In recent months, deep-
seated historical quar-
rels have burst to the 

surface, threatening the 
security and prosperity 

of all Pacific states.  

“All great nations in the world 
own aircraft carriers—they are 
the symbol of a great nation.”  
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 of American Nimitiz-class “supercarriers,” the Shi Lang is pow-
ered by conventional turbine engines and will carry helicopters 
and around a dozen J-15 “Flying Shark” fighters. The carrier 
was expected to start sea trials in July but has since been de-
layed by mechanical issues. 

To many observers, China’s deployment of an aircraft 
carrier marks its “coming out” as a great power. As Qi Jianguo, 
Assistant Chief of China’s military general staff, remarked, “All 
great nations in the world own aircraft carriers—they are the 
symbol of a great nation.” The main question for Western mili-
tary observers however, is whether the carrier represents a real 
“game changer” in the Pacific, or if it is merely symbolic power 
projection. While superficially appearing formidable, the ship 
suffers from a number of weaknesses compared to American, 
French, and currently under construction British designs. Most 
obvious is the use of an outdated “ski jump” style ramp to assist 
aircraft into the air instead of the modern “catapult” design. This 
will restrict the maximum take-off weight of the embarked 
fighters limiting their range and weapons options.  Crucially, 
western analysts have stressed that this configuration prevents 
the use of the heavier, slower aircraft that serve as force multi-
pliers. Also, China still seems to struggle with advanced engine 
technology. The country is still largely reliant on foreign im-
ports for high-performance maritime and aviation propulsion. 
While Ukraine is supplying the ship’s engines, experience with 
the similarly-equipped Russian carrier Admiral Kuznetsov sug-
gests reliability may be considerably less than what is consid-
ered acceptable by Western standards. More troubling, given 
Ukrainian complaints about Chinese espionage and technology 
cloning, Ukraine may deny the PLAN assistance when the pro-
pulsion system inevitably need repair. 

Even when it becomes fully operational with a trained 
crew, the Shi Lang will be sailing into a Pacific Ocean teeming 
with carriers. The US deploys five nuclear-powered super carri-
ers in the Pacific, its Navy carrying twice as many aircraft at sea 
as the rest of the world combined. The impact of the Shi Lang 
vis-à-vis the US has been described by naval insiders as 
“minimal.” It has been suggested that the ship’s real purpose is 
to act as a training platform, paving the way for larger more 
capable nuclear powered carriers that are still a decade away. 
Seemingly in line with this theory, a spokesman for the Chinese 
Ministry of National Defence recently stated that the carrier 
would be used “mainly for scientific research and training,” 
noting the importance of teaching pilots to take off and land at 
sea. Far more worrying for the US has been the Chinese devel-
opment of an Anti-Ship Ballistic Missile (ASBM)—often de-
scribed as a “carrier-killer”.  

A development of the Dong Feng-21 missile family, 
The DF-21D would be fired in salvos from the mainland to-
wards ships spotted by conventional assets or China’s new sys-
tem of maritime surveillance satellites. As the Maneuverable 
Reentry Vehicle (MaRV) containing the warhead reenters the 
atmosphere, it would turn on a terminal guidance system and 

adjust its course to hit the target. Travelling at high hypersonic 
speed, it is believed the warhead would be travelling too fast for 
reliable interception and would deliver an enormous amount of 
kinetic energy upon impact. While initially analysts downplayed 
China’s ability to field such a system, late last year the leader of 
the U.S. Pacific Command, Adm. Willard stated he believed the 

system had reached initial operational capability. With estimated 
range of 2,000km from its Guangdong province launching facil-
ity, the DF-21D would be able to threaten any ship in the South 
China Sea. Perhaps most importantly though, it offers a power-
ful deterrent to an American Navy long accustomed to going 
where it wants—a Chinese strategy termed “anti-access” or 
“area-denial.” 

While the direct threat to the US is minimal, Adm. 
Willard has noted that recent Chinese advancements will have a 
significant change on regional perceptions. As the Chinese naval 
establishment openly admits, the country faces “heavy pressure” 
on its maritime frontiers. As the PLAN increases its capabilities, 
China will be able to better advance its interests—through po-
tentially coercive means—in territorial disputes with Japan in 
the East China Sea, with Taiwan over the Taiwan Straits, and 
with multiple South East Asian countries in the South China 
Sea. The deployment of the Chinese carrier and ASBM, writes 
China security expert Dean Cheng, “is an unmistakable signal to 
Manila, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, as well as Hanoi and any other 
regional capitals that the Chinese are serious when they describe 
their maritime territories as ‘blue soil’.” Given that many of the 
disputed islands in the South China Sea are too small to fortify, 
a carrier (or future group thereof) provides a forward, mobile 
airfield from which to defend the islands and the natural re-
sources that lie in the seabed below.  

It has also been noted that a Chinese carrier group 
would hypothetical allow for an attack on Taiwan from both the 

With estimated range of 2,000km from its Guang-
dong province launching facility, the DF-21D 
would be able to threaten any ship in the South 
China Sea.  

As the PLAN increases its capabilities, China will be 
able to better advance its interests—through poten-
tially coercive means—in territorial disputes with 
Japan in the East China Sea, with Taiwan over the 
Taiwan Straits, and with multiple South East Asian 
countries in the South China Sea.  
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east and the west. China’s extended striking range would also 
“complicate US Navy assistance of the [Taiwanese] defense if 
the mainland should attack,” reported an American naval offi-
cer. (Serving perhaps as a symbolic warning, the Shi Lang is 
named after a Qing Dynasty admiral who conquered Taiwan). 
The secretive nature of China’s naval build up has also been 
worrying. As Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Ukio Edano re-
cently noted: "The issue of transparency regarding China's de-
fence policy and its military expansion itself are concerns not 
only for Japan but for the region and the international commu-

nity.” While the threat of all out warfare remains minimal, a 
series of recent maritime incidents have served to raise the geo-
strategic, economic, and symbolic stakes. 

The main Sino-American maritime dispute concerns 
intelligence gathering off the Chinese coast. Claiming a right to 
the “freedom of navigation,” US vessels have routinely con-
ducted surveillance operations within China’s 200 nautical mile 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Beijing, under its interpreta-
tion of maritime law, contends that military surveillance is out-
side the boundaries of legitimate freedom of navigation and has 
at times sought to physically 
disrupt American activities. 
Notable incidents include a 
PLAN submarine shadowing a 
US carrier group and surfacing 
within torpedo range in 2006, 
and a game of “maritime 
chicken” played between the USNS Impeccable and Chinese 
ships from the State Oceanic Administration in 2009. Chinese 
ships and aircraft have also “buzzed” allegedly intrusive Japa-
nese vessels in a similar fashion. More recently, clashes have 
occurred between China its neighbours over disputes in the 
South China Sea. 

Nearly the entire body of water—stretching from Sin-
gapore to Taiwan—is claimed by China on historic grounds, 
but the littoral states of Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, and 
Brunei have also staked rival claims based on their interpreta-

tions of the EEZ and continental shelf principles enshrined in 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. While fishing dis-
putes and low-level conflicts have been present for decades, 
recent months have seen the region reach a crisis point. In May, 
Vietnam accused China of cutting the cables of its research 
vessels, responding with live-fire drills and plans for additional 
troop conscription. Manila has also accused China of encroach-
ment in its EEZ nine times since February. In June the coun-
try’s largest warship was dispatched to shore up Filipino claims 
to the Spratly Islands. Most worryingly, it appears that the re-
gion is now being drawn into a maritime arms race.  

Faced with deployment of the Shi Lang, the implica-
tions of China’s future carrier program and growing numbers of 
Chinese frigates and destroyers, neighbouring states have 
turned to submarines as an asymmetrical response to the per-
ceived threat. Nearly every littoral nation in the region—
including Japan, Australia, South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia—have recently purchased 
new attack submarines or are in the process of doing so. Noting 
that the country needs to better protect its EEZ from foreign 
intrusions, the Philippine Navy recently purchased its biggest 
ever warship from the US. Amid rising tensions, Secretary 
Clinton stated in June that the US would honour its mutual de-
fence treaty with the Philippines and provide Manila with af-
fordable weapons. Following a similar pattern, the US engaged 
in its first ever joint naval exercises with Vietnam in July.  

For its own part, Washington has 
increased its deployment of car-
riers in the West Pacific from 
one to three, a move Chinese 
observers contend was designed 
to check the PLAN’s advance. 
While the US has stated that 

stability in the South China Sea is part of its “national interest,” 
China has been hostile towards an American role in mediation 
and military assistance. In uncustomary rhetoric, China’s vice 
foreign minister warned US officials in June that “individual 
countries [in South East Asia] are playing with fire” and that he 
hoped the fire “doesn’t reach the United States.” Exploring the 
range of outcomes if hostilities are not mitigated, the Lowy 
Institute’s “Crisis and Confidence” report warns that diplomatic 
tensions, an accumulation of strategic mistrust and localized 
conflicts are all possible. Though it is regarded as a remote pos-

sibility, the risk of escalation to larger-scale conflict 
is not discounted. 
Any active conflict, large or small, that disrupts 
shipping in the South China Sea would be ruinous to 
all parties involved and disastrous for the global 
economy. As it currently stands, there are two main 
tools available for conflict mediation—
comprehensive agreements that resolve territorial 
disputes and confidence building measures designed 
to build trust and assuage suspicions. In terms of 
joint agreements, much common ground has been 
reached, but little practical progress has been made. 
In 2002 the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in 
the South China Sea was signed between China and 
the governments of the Association of South East 

Asian Nations (ASEAN). Among other things, all 

While fishing disputes and low-level conflicts have 
been present for decades, recent months have seen 
the region reach a crisis point.  

China’s vice foreign minister warned US officials 
in June that “individual countries [in South East 

Asia] are playing with fire” and that he hoped the 
fire “doesn’t reach the United States.”  

The Shi Lang undergoing a complete refurbishment at China’s Dalian shipyard 
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 parties agreed to: reaffirm their commitment to the freedom of 
navigation, resolve their territorial disputes by peaceful means, 
exercise self-restraint in their maritime conduct, and to intensify 
efforts to seek ways to build trust and confidence. While the goals 
were admirable, it was not until nine years later, in July 2011, that 
the parties came to an agreement on guidelines for the implementa-
tion of the Declaration of Conduct. 

Though the document was met with statements of hope 
and support by Chinese and ASEAN members’ spokesmen, it re-
mains problematic for several reasons. Like the original Declara-
tion, the new guidelines are full of promising rhetoric, but remain 
short on concrete details. Most notably, there was no mention of 
overlapping territorial claims or measures to address them. Further-
more, the guidelines agreed upon were non-binding and will be 
carried out on a voluntary basis. As Brian McCartan of the Asia 
Times notes, “there are also no provisions to govern the behavior of 
opposing naval units or establish commu-
nication channels between militaries to 
avoid potential confrontations at sea.” By 
avoiding the hard security issues, the au-
thor contends, “the new agreement will 
likely have little impact on preventing or 
resolving incidents.” In regards to territo-
rial disputes, the parties continue to hold on to their favored nego-
tiation strategies—with ASEAN members seeking a comprehen-
sive consensus based approach under the rubric of international 
maritime law, while China prefers to settle disputes with individual 
states on a bilateral basis. 
 As it is unlikely that an adequate forum for territorial ne-
gotiations will be found in the near future, confidence building 
measures present an immediate tool through which tensions can be 
de-escalated. As defined by the Lowy Institute report, confidence 
in this case refers to “transparency, communication, predictability, 
reassurance or, at a minimum, a common understanding of how to 
interpret each other’s military activities.” The overarching goal is 
to reduce the risk of miscalculation between naval parties. Widely 
stated, confidence building measures include: engagement, dia-
logue, combined exercises, operational cooperation, formal agree-
ments, mechanisms for communication and crisis management. 
More specifically, this entails: “goodwill” port visits, educational 
officer exchanges, periodic forums for dialogue, and combined 
operations focusing on common challenges such as search and res-
cue, disaster relief, counter-terrorism, or anti-piracy drills. 
 There are several promising precedents on which Pacific 
confidence building measures could be based. At the turn of the 
twenty-first century, piracy was a major problem in the Straits of 
Malacca, particularly because concerns over sovereignty had pre-
vented joint operations. However, these fears were assuaged in 
2005 when Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore established an or-
ganization called MALSINDO (later joined by Thailand) to coordi-

nate joint sea patrols and aerial surveillance, exchange intelligence 
and allow counter-piracy operations within each other’s territory. 
Though cooperation was not immediately forthcoming among 
counter-piracy operations off the coast of Somalia, China, the US 
and NATO have since moved towards a better working relationship 
through the use of intelligence sharing, joint exercises and ship 
visits. Turning to disputes in the far north, the 1996 establishment 
of the Arctic Council created a forum for Arctic nations to address 
issues of common interest: such as climate change, the protection 
of indigenous populations, oil and gas development, and scientific 
exploration. 
 It is recommended here that similar cooperative mecha-
nisms be employed in the Pacific and South China Sea. New confi-
dence building measures should include not only the ASEAN states 
and China, but also outside powers such as the US, Canada, and 
Australia. A suitable body through which to pursue these goals 

would be the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), 
a wider organization—including the US and 
Canada—whose mandate is to “foster dia-
logue and consultation, and promote confi-
dence-building and preventive diplomacy in 
the region.” In order to prevent an escalating 
arms race, the US and its allies must send 

clear signals that they are not attempting to encircle China. Greater 
American cooperation with China in the fight against piracy and 
terrorism in South East Asia serves as a productive starting point to 
build up trust. As Lyle Goldstein notes, such cooperation would 
send a strong message to the ASEAN states that neither power 
“wishes to see their region become the new cockpit of great-power 
rivalry.” Canada too could play a more constructive role in the Pa-
cific by increasing port calls to both China and other regional 
states. It is also advisable that China be allowed to participation in 
RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific), the world’s largest joint maritime 
exercises that have thus far excluded it. 
 Territorial disputes and the potential for violent confronta-
tions in East Asian waters will remain a pressing threat to regional 
security for the foreseeable future. The issue should be particularly 
pertinent to Canada, as the country’s trade in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion is now estimated at $128 billion annually. The rise of Chinese 
naval power, while understandably alarming to its neighbours, 
should not be seen as a direct threat to Western interest in the re-
gion. It should not be forgotten that all Pacific states have a shared 
vested interest in oceanic freedom, a moderated maritime environ-
ment, and the unabated flow of trade. All parties should therefore 
commit themselves to increasing dialogue, establishing channels 
for emergency communication, and establishing provisions for na-
val behavior. Through these and other confidence building meas-
ures, the potential for conflict can be reduced and a mutually bene-
ficial maritime environment will begin to take shape.  
    

In order to prevent an escalating 
arms race, the US and its allies must 
send clear signals that they are not 

attempting to encircle China.  


