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Here is our latest Newsletter with 
a new look thanks to the efforts of 
Brianna MacGillivray and Andrew 
Walker.  It contains more photos to 
remind you of the excellent events 
the ACC has organized in these past 
few months, and tells you about a 
QHZ�LQLWLDWLYH��WKH�ÀUVW�MRLQW�$&&�
NATO Parliamentary Association 
Roundtable in Ottawa in June.

You will be introduced to our new 
summer interns.  We also take the 
opportunity to thank those interns 
who completed their terms and went 
on to employment or further studies: 
Kavita Bapat, Joelle Ferreira, 
Irina Hvaschevska, Pavle Levkovic, 
and Simon Miles.  I want to thank 
all of them for their valuable 
contributions to the work of the 
ACC.

Another initiative has been the 
retooling of our website to make 
it much more interactive.  You can 
now register for events, pay your 
membership, or make a donation 
online.  There are links to videos 
of our events and interviews.  News 
updates and analytical articles are 
posted regularly.  You can even help 

RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�E\�DGYHUWLVLQJ�
on the ACC website.

You will note from the report of the 
$QQXDO�*HQHUDO�0HHWLQJ��WKDW�MXVW�DW�
this point when the program activities 
of the ACC have never been more 
robust and timely (and never more 
QHFHVVDU\��WKDW�RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�
is not.  Due to government cutbacks at 
both federal and municipal levels, we 
lost two valuable funded internship 
positions.  The Department of National 
Defence has also cancelled the fund 
that provided us with grants that 
partially subsidized our conferences.

I am asking all our directors and 
members to show that you care for the 
valuable services the ACC is providing 
by assisting us in any way you can, 
through recruiting new members, 
attending our events, making donations, 
helping us obtain sponsorships, 
advertising on our website, and 
suggesting other ways of raising funds.  

The Board of Directors approved the 
establishment of an Atlantic Council 
of Canada Trust to receive gifts and 
bequests.  Under the leadership of 
Director Patrick Curtis, we will be 
embarking on a fundraising initiative 
to ensure a steady, future source of 
income for the Council.  I am hoping that 
you will respond generously when you 
are approached by him or any member of 
the Committee or ACC staff. 

Have a good summer!



BRIANNA MACGILLIVRAY is an Economic Policy Analyst 
and Conference Coordinator at the ACC. She completed 
a BA in International Studies at Glendon College, York 
University with a focus in global political economy and 
Iranian culture and politics.  In 2010, Brianna co-hosted 
an Iranian social-political conference and contemporary 
arts exhibition. While at the ACC, Brianna hopes to 
examine the Western sanctions regime on Iran and wider 
GHYHORSPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JOREDO�ÀQDQFLDO�V\VWHP��+DLOLQJ�
from the United States, Brianna also has a passion for 
music, design and philosophy to which she hopes to share 
through the coordination of political arts events at the 
ACC. This newsletter layout was thoughtfully designed 
and formatted by Brianna.

New Additions to the ACC



FATIMA NANAVATI is the Director of Media and 

Communications at the ACC, while also focusing on 

conference coordination. She has recently returned 

from a year of study abroad in Paris and will be moving to 

Manhattan in order  to complete her degrees in Politics 

and International Relations at New York University. 

As an adventuring-nomad, Fatima will be traveling 

to India, Guatemala, and Morocco in order to pursue 

charitable works with her organization, Fear Liberated 

International. With this, she has newly submitted and 

presented her research on ‘Breaking the Cycle of Poverty 

Using Civil Society as a Handy Tool’ to the International 

Journal of Arts and Science. Fatima hopes to one day 

become an international lawyer. 

ANDREW WALKER is a recent graduate of Dalhousie 

University’s History and Political Science program, 

where he focused on Cold War History and 

International Security. After a year of teaching 

high school at Trinity College School in Port Hope, 

Andrew began his internship with the ACC in May 2012, 

operating as a Maritime Security analyst. Through 

this appointment, Andrew hopes to develop his skills 

LQ�WKH�ÀHOGV�RI�PDULWLPH�VHFXULW\�DQG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�
studies, focusing in particular on maritime terrorism, 

homeland defence, and economic “choke points”. Andrew 

is interested in exploring how economic violence can 

affect national security.

JOELLE WESTLUND is an Asian Security Analyst at The 

ACC. She is currently completing a Master’s Degree in 

Political Science at the University of Toronto. Joelle 

holds a BA in International Relations and Political 

Science from the University of Toronto and has been 

actively involved in various research projects with 

academic organizations. In 2010, Joelle worked in Kenya 

DQG�7DQ]DQLD�IRU�ÀYH�PRQWKV�RQ�&,'$�IXQGHG�SURMHFWV�
where she focused primarily on gender equality. Her 

UHFHQW�VWXGLHV�RI�FRQÁLFW�UHVROXWLRQ�LQ�$UDE�,VUDHOL�
relations at The Hebrew University in Jerusalem have 

made important contributions to her current focus on 

WKH�UROH�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�FRQÁLFW�PDQDJHPHQW�HIIRUWV�



Events in Review

Hungry for Stability: Food 
Security Challenges for the 

21st Century

On 10 January 2012, the ACC 
welcomed  speakers Dr. Christopher 
Gore, Dr. Mustafa Koc and Dr. 
Cecilia Rocha from the Centre for 
Studies in Food Security at Ryerson 
University.  They were invited to 
participate in our roundtable 
discussion entitled, “Hungry 
for Stability: Food Security 
Challenges for the 21st Century.”

Coordinators Joelle Ferreira 
and Nabila Qureshi felt it was 
important to examine the often 
underestimated impact that the 
production and supply of food can 
have on trade, the environment, and 
FRQÁLFW�LQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�UHJLRQ����
 
Dr Koc offered a critical analysis 
of how food insecurity is affecting 

stability in the Middle East and 
is being affected by interactions 
with the Western world.  Dr. 
Gore explored problems with and 
approaches to environmentally 
sustainable food security 
initiatives in Africa.  Dr Rocha, 
meanwhile, spoke about her work 
in Brazil that contributed to a 
successful policy campaign to make 
food security a human right in the 
Brazilian constitution.  

An engaged audience pressed the 
speakers  with serious questions, 
inciting an honest and realistic 
discussion of why food security 
matters, and how we might begin to 
seriously address its challenges.



Re-evaluating the Afghan 
Balance of Power and Culture of 

Jihad

In the midst of a very busy month, 
the Atlantic Council of Canada 
was delighted to have Major J. J. 
Malevich lead another engaging 
roundtable talk on March 15th, 2012 
on “The Afghan Balance of Power 
and the Culture of Jihad.” The 
event was generously sponsored 
by Equity Financial Holdings Inc. 
and was a great success. Drawing 
on his own experiences as a member 
of the Strategic Advisory Team 

in Afghanistan, Major Malevich 
presented his own take on the 
situation to an interested crowd of 
members, students, and friends of the 
Atlantic Council.

Among the topics discussed, Major 
Malevich made the case for a 
reassessment of the power dynamics 
VKDSLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW�FRQÁLFW�LQ�
Afghanistan. In his opinion, the 
driver of instability continues to be 

a three-way competition between the 
government, tribal elders and the 
religious elements of society. He 
highlighted the often overlooked 
role of the religious leaders in 
Afghanistan -- the mullahs -- as a 
IDFWRU�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKH�FRQÁLFW��

Major Malevich also touched on 
the fascinating history and culture 
of Afghanistan, previous state-
building efforts in the country, and 
the lessons we might draw from the 
historical attempts by the West to 
engage with its population.

The presentation was followed by 

a Q&A period during which guests 
posed several tough questions to the 
speaker. The most burning questions 
naturally related to what the 
future might hold for Afghanistan in 
light of the fact that NATO’s mission 
is set to conclude in 2014. Guests 
were likewise interested in why the 
West got it wrong in Afghanistan 
and the lessons learned from the 
experience. 

Major Malevich also used this time 
to elaborate on his own experiences 
in the country and shared several 
thoughtful anecdotes.



Canada and the New   
            Middle East 

The Atlantic Council of Canada 
and the Advocates for Civil 
Liberties held a very successful 
conference on March 28 entitled 
‘Canada and the New Middle 
East’. With over 350 people in 
attendance, this conference 
IHDWXUHG�LQFUHGLEOH�KLJK�SURÀOH�
speakers such as Executive 
Director of CSIS Raymond 
Boisvert, RCMP Superintendent 
Doug Best, Former Senior Trade 
Commissioner Mike Ward and 
National Post Journalist Peter 
Goodspeed.

With a range of topics covered, 
the conference helped illuminate 
the challenges and opportunities 
facing Canada’s national interests 
in this volatile region. Set 
amidst the backdrop of the Arab 
Spring, our speakers discussed 
how Canada’s economic, political 
and security concerns should 
be addressed and reminded the 
audience of the importance to 
remain vigilant in our ongoing 
pursuit of peace, security and 
trade between Canada and the 
wider Middle Eastern region.

Beginning with opening remarks 
from Foreign Minister John Baird 
who explained what Canada’s 
national interests are in the 
Middle East, it was made clear 
that the Arab Spring has brought 
pressing challenges to Ottawa’s 
doorstep. In Canada’s efforts to 
help produce a stable, prosperous 
and free Middle East, the 
challenges of state repression, 
economic crises, Iranian nuclear 
proliferation and widespread 
human rights abuses weigh heavily 
on Canadian policy makers.

Followed quickly by opening 
remarks from The Atlantic 
Council of Canada President Julie 
Lindhout, a light was cast on 
the role of NATO and collective 
defence and the importance 

By Jason Wiseman



of strengthening free 
institutions, encouraging 
dialogue between relevant 
parties and the promotion of 
stability and well-being.

WKH�ÀUVW�SDQHO�´&DQDGLDQ�
Economic and Energy 
Interests in the New Middle 
East,” included such notable 
speakers as Lawrence 
Solomon of the Financial 
Post, Former Senior Trade 
Commissioner to Turkey Mike 
Ward and the Manager of 
Energy Practices for U.S. 
Steel Canada Andy Mahut. 
Together they discussed the 
pressing challenges and 
opportunities facing the 
Canadian economy in light of 
the Arab Spring. 

The second panel “Canadian 
National Security and the 
New Middle East,” featured 
Assistant Director of 
the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS), 
Raymond Boisvert, Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) Superintendent, 
Doug Best, and International 
Security Intelligence Expert 
of the Mackenzie Institute, 
John Thompson. These men 
discussed the pressing 
security challenges facing 
Canadian citizens and 
Canada’s national interests 
in light of the Arab Spring. 

Continuing with the third 
panel “Canada, Iran and the 
Arab Spring,” Peter 



Goodspeed of the National Post, Executive Director of the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, Boaz Ganor, and 

University of Toronto Professor, Ramin Jahanbegloo, discussed 

the political, economic, social and security challenges facing 

Canadian citizens and Canadian policymakers in light of the Arab 

Spring.

Concluding with the fourth panel “Canada’s Human Rights 

Challenges in the New Middle East” notable speakers included 

international human rights advocate Nazanin Afshin-Jam, human 

rights activist and author, Raheel Raza, and human rights 

activist and former political prisoner Marina Nemat. These 

women- discussed the human rights challenges facing peoples 

throughout the Middle East and what Canadian policymakers can 

do to assist a human rights agenda in light of the Arab Spring.





Enlargement to Strengthen 
NATO’S Role

On April 18th we were proud to 
host a roundtable event on the 
possible enlargement of NATO in 
the Balkans. Our two distinguished 
speakers included the Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Mrs. Ana Trisic-Babic 
and the Ambassador of Macedonia, 
Mr. Ljuben Tevdovski. 

Mrs. Trisic-Babic took the 
opportunity to outline the positive 
political and security changes 
within in her country and the steps 
that Bosnia-Herzegovina has taken 
to ensure full compliance with the 
Membership Action Plan (MAP). 

The Deputy Foreign Minster made 
the argument that NATO membership 
would be a stabilizing force, 
bringing together all Bosniaks, 

Serbs, and Croats in a national 
and inclusive framework. 

Mr. Tevdovski highlighted the 
role of Macedonia military 
support for the ISAF mission in 
Afghanistan. He also talked at 
length regarding the current 
dispute between Macedonia and 
Greece revolving around the 
former’s constitutional name 
and the impact this has had on 
Macedonian attempts to accede to 
the Alliance. 

The ACC was also pleased to 
have in the audience the Consul-
General of Greece in Toronto 
Dimitris Azempolous and Sarwar 
Kashmeri a Senior Fellow at the 
Atlantic Council of America’s 
International Security Program. 
The participation of these 
two gentlemen led to a lively 
debate and discussion on NATO 
enlargement in the area during 
the Q&A period. 

Tribute Dinner 2012



On April 26th, the ACC was 
delighted to recognize two 
distinguished individuals for their 
outstanding achievements at the 
2012 Annual Tribute Dinner, held at 
Hart House, University of Toronto.

For his philanthropy, business 
achievements, and long-time support 
of the ACC and the Atlantic Club of 
Bulgaria, Dr. Kaneff was presented 
with the 2011 St. Laurent Award. 
The award was created to recognize 
an individual for  an outstanding 
contribution at home or abroad to 
the ideals of peace and order. 

Lieutenant-General (ret’d) Charles 
Bouchard received the 2011 Award 
for Exceptional Contribution to 
International Peace and Security. 

He served nearly 40 years with 
the Canadian Forces and was most 
recently the commander of the 
NATO mission over Libya.

As in previous years, the honourees 
were joined by their friends, family 
and colleagues as well as The ACC 
community. The evening started with 
a lively reception where guests 
had a chance to mingle before the 
formalities got underway. During 
the dinner, all were treated to 
a short presentation by LGen 
Bouchard on his insights gleaned 
as a mission commander. Guests 
also had the opportunity to hear 
Dr. Kaneff speak about his life 
as a Bulgarian-Canadian and the 
important role of both countries in 
informing his charitable activities.



By Andrew Walker

On May 30th, at the George 
Ignatieff theatre, the Atlantic 
Council of Canada (ACC) gathered 
over twelve high-ranking 
theorists, policy makers, and 
practitioners to present on issues 
relating to maritime security 
in national, continental, and 
global contexts. Put on by the 
ACC’s own senior analyst James 
Bridger, “From Sea to Sea: the 
Search for Maritime Security” 
gathered an audience upwards 
of 100 individuals that drew 
together many Naval interests 
in Central Canada, including 
both the Canadian and American 
&RDVW�*XDUGV��1DYDO�2IÀFHUV·�
Association of Canada, Toronto 
Port Authority, the RCMP, Royal 
Canadian Navy, the Commanding 
2IÀFHU�RI�+0&6�<RUN��DQG�WKH�
Toronto Search and Rescue 
initiative. 

The day began with ACC Chairman 
the Honourable Bill Graham 
reminding the audience of an often 
forgotten geographical fact in 
Canada, “we are still a maritime 
nation”. This message was an open 

From Sea to Sea: The 
Search for Maritime 
Security

acknowledgment that maritime 
blindness in central Canada has 
been a critical issue for far too 
long. If citizens in the central 
provinces do not develop a stronger 
understanding of Canada’s maritime 
realities, they will not demand 
and push for a larger maritime 
presence. As central Canada is 
the base of business, media, and 
political engines in the country, 
this key disconnect inhibits 
cooperative efforts in developing a 
stronger capability in the maritime 
domain. 

Despite the broad range of themes 
discussed at the conference, each 
panel noted one particular issue: 
the threats we face have changed. 
Retired Vice-Admiral Dean McFadden 
said it best in his closing speech 
on the challenges ahead for Allied 
Naval forces, “If someone ten years 
ago had said that the Naval forces 
of NATO, the European Union, 
China, India, and the Republic of 
Korea would deploy off the horn 
of Africa to counter the rapid rise 
of piracy I think they would have 
been laughed at.” Further, Rear-
Admiral David Gardam explained, 
“it’s about being aware of what’s 
happening in your backyard, 

By Andrew Walker



so that you can respond 
appropriately.” The Hon. 
Bill Graham then tied these 
issues together, “Hopefully 
a conference of this nature... 
by focusing on the issues, by 
PDNLQJ�XV�DOO�DZDUH�RI�ÀUVW��
what those threats are... will 
secondly help us focus on 
how we want to encourage our 
political masters to ensure 
that we have the resources 
required to deal with them 
[...] Militaries are famous for 
WKDW��ÀJKWLQJ�WKH�ODVW�ZDUµ���
 
Not all discussions were 
of where Allied maritime 
capabilities need to be, 
however. Former Maritime 
Component Commander for 
Operation Podium for the 
2010 Vancouver Olympics, 
Gilles Couturier, offered 
a promising analysis of 
the joint inter-agency 
capabilities that Canada 
possesses and indicated 
that it could successfully 
develop and implement a safe 
and secure environment for 
globally important events. 
Additionally, the Conference 
addressed a “holistic” 
approach to Maritime security; 
the idea that the security of 
the Great Lakes, Arctic, North 
America, and beyond our 
shores are all connected and 
should be dealt with as such 
by the proper governmental 
institutions including the 
Royal Canadian Navy, Coast 
Guard, and Expeditionary 
Armed Forces. 





The audience at Trinity College, University of Toronto, was treated 
with an especially enlightening mid-day interview of renowned 
journalist and Naval Reservist, Peter Newman. Honourary 
Captain and promoter of all things Naval in Toronto, Sonja Bata 
gracefully led the interview while a captivated audience could not 
help but absorb the historical knowledge shared between the two 
maritime icons. 
 
In closing, (ret’d) Vice-Admiral McFadden noted, that capacity 
building must become a larger part of allied forces foreign 
engagement, and that the variety of responsibilities of these 
forces are much wider than gunboat diplomacy. As the closing 
keynote speaker, he left the audience with a frank appraisal,

“The existence of stable global maritime order has been such a 
long-standing and innocuous public good that we’ve not needed 
to pay it much mind. It had, within our lifetimes, been brought to 
a high state of perfection, not through the clash of arms, but 
through the negotiation of statesmen. But the United Nations 
Convention on the Law Of the Sea (UNCLOS) cannot be the high-
water mark from which we retreat. […] If we don’t appreciate the 
importance of the global maritime order on which so much of what 
we have is based and that this order is not sacrosanct and can be 
altered in ways not only injurious to us, but to the development 
of human kind, we will not summon the will to be vigilant in 
its defence. That order must not only be maintained, but be 
implemented more effectively than it has been. That, I believe is the 
fundamental challenge we will face in this maritime century.”





Annual General Meeting
On June 11, the Atlantic Council 
held its Annual General Meeting to 
discuss upcoming events. Topping 
the list, fundraising will be of 
express importance this year 
because of government cutbacks to 
funding. With a series of different 
sponsorship plans and benchmarks 
put in place, ACC interns will be 
steadily working on this project 
in the forthcoming months. Yet to 
reach these goals, the ACC is greatly 
depending on increased support and 
enthusiasm from its directors and 
members.  Help us keep the events 
bright; help us keep the lights on!

President, Julie Lindhout outlined 
upcoming events which include the 
annual tour of NATO headquarters 
in September, as well as the ACC 
Gala in October in honour of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. In other 

programming, interns at the ACC are 
working on putting together more 
maritime security related events,  a 
political arts series, and expanding 
the Council’s partnerships with 
women in defence.

The meeting was concluded with 
special guest, Peter Newman 
offering delightful commentary on 
his experiences in the Canadian Navy, 
followed by a wine reception.



The NATO Parliamentary 

Association Meeting, 

Ottawa

Following the highly anticipated 
Chicago Summit, the ACC organized 
a joint meeting with members of the 
NATO Parliamentary Association 
in Ottawa on June 6 to discuss 
progress and further outline 
the direction of NATO's strategic 
policy to come.  Three major themes 
that were revisited in the meeting 
included, Afghanistan, military 
capabilities, and partnerships, as 
presented by Mr. Paul Chaplin and 
discussed by MP Cheryl Gallant, 
Senator Hugh Segal, and ACC 
President, Julie Lindhout.

With governments forced to make 
strict cutbacks to military spending 
amid austerity measures, the 
economic dimension of collective 
defence considerations will be 
VLJQLÀFDQW�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV���
“Smart Defence” initiatives, in 
which the joint development of 
military capabilities along bi-
national and multi-national 
lines in areas where NATO is 
GHÀFLHQW��WRSSHG�WKH�DJHQGD��,W�LV�
hoped that this policy will lead 
to greater defence development 
VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ��ÀOOLQJ�JDSV�LQ�
technological development where 
countries can no longer afford 
to invest individually in projects.  
Mrs. Gallant pointed to Estonia’s 
success in eliminating the costs of 
sustaining an air force in order to 
build an increasingly sophisticated 
cyber defence system. NATO defence 
budgets have dropped between 
10 and 30 percent with military 

capabilities declining accordingly,  
making collective defence and joint 
technological development more of 
an economic imperative than ever 
before. 

Yet as evidenced by the participation 
of some 30 non-NATO countries 
in Afghanistan, the expansion of 
NATO may also be a divisive matter 
among existing members. Formalizing 
partnerships would mean a lengthier 
decision-making process and expanded 
management  in future operations. 
European member states are often 
reluctant to the idea of NATO 
EHFRPLQJ�WRR�LQYROYHG�LQ�FRQÁLFWV�
outside of the defence of Europe. 
Conversely as Senator Hugh Segal 
mentioned, whether North America 
is as willing for the organization to 
become any more European in its



Upcoming Events

From the Shores of Nova Scotia 
to the Foothills of the Hindu 
Kush: A Sailor's Experience with 
the NATO Training Mission in 
Afghanistan

September 05, 2012

Commander Hugues Canuel deployed 
to Afghanistan in July 2011 as the 
Canadian mission in that country 
transitioned from combat operations 
in the Kandahar Province to a 
training role in the Kabul region. 
Commander Canuel was assigned 
to the NATO Training Mission 
--Afghanistan, serving successfully 
as an advisor to the Afghan National 
Civil Order Police and a staff 
RIÀFHU�WR�WKH�'HSXW\�&RPPDQGHU�
Special Operations Forces.  He will 
discuss the challenges of standing 
the Canadian contribution to the 

training mission and nurturing the 
growth of the Afghan National 
Security Forces.

A native of Matane, Quebec and a 
graduate of the College militaire 
royal de Saint-Jean, Commander 
Canuel served extensively on ships 
RI�WKH�3DFLÀF�DQG�$WODQWLF�)OHHWV��
deploying twice to the Arabian Sea 
and Horn-of-Africa region since the 
dramatic events of 9/11 and rising to 
command of the Halifax-based HMCS 
PRESERVER.

Commander Canuel is currently 
HPSOR\HG�DV�'LUHFWLQJ�6WDII�RI�WKH�
Joint Command and Staff Programme 
at the Canadian Forces College 
in Toronto and is enrolled as a 
3K'�FDQGLGDWH�LQ�WKH�:DU�6WXGLHV�
Programme at the Royal Military 
College of Canada in Kingston, 
Ontario. 

admittance of new member states 
LV�DQRWKHU�FRQFHUQ��'HVSLWH�
these issues, there appears to be 
increasing recognition among the 
alliance that as security issues 
FRQWLQXH�WR�VXUSDVV�WKH�FRQÀQHV�RI�
the Euro-Atlantic arena, informal 
cooperation with partners will no 
longer be adequate. 

As the full withdrawal of troops 
in Afghanistan is dated for 
2014, leaders also discussed the 
ongoing legacy of the ISAF mission. 
Sustaining the Afghan army in the 
future is projected to cost as much 
as $4.1 billion annually,  a sum that 

many suggest is not only unnecessary 
but unsustainable. Encouragingly, 
the number of well-trained Afghan 
security forces is steadily growing, 
however most of the recruits originate 
from the northern provinces as 
opposed to the southern Pashtun 
regions.  This fact poses the potential 
problem of the army becoming less a 
UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�XQLW\�WKDQ�RI�
continued sectarian division. Equally 
important, if the quality of civil 
governance is not simultaneously 
improved, the army could actually 
become too powerful if it is regarded 
as the only credible, national 
institution. 



The Future of the Navy-Coast 
Guard Relationship in Canada

Mid-September 2012, Halifax

The ACC is pleased to host an 

upcoming roundtable with retired 

Commander, Ken Hansen who will be 

discussing the future of the Navy-

Coast Guard Relationship in Canada.

Ken Hansen joined the Centre for 

Foreign Policy Studies at Dalhousie 

University as a research fellow in 

2010 after four years as the holder 

of the naval defence fellowship 

with the centre.  He is a lecturer in 

the Department of Political Science. 

Before joining CFPS, he was the 

Military Co-Chair of the Maritime 

Studies Programme at Canadian Force 

College in Toronto.  He retired 

from the navy in 2009 in the rank of 

commander after a 32-year career.

Ken is the team leader for the 

Maritime Security Policy Program's 

research theme investigating piracy, 

illegal migration and crime at sea.  He 

is a member of the editorial board for 

Canadian Naval Review, and serves 

as the moderator for Broadsides, 

the on-line discussion forum of the 

journal. He is also a member of the 

Science Advisory Committee for the 

Halifax Regional Marine Institute.  

His research  interests include 

maritime security theory, naval 

operational doctrine with emphasis 

on planning processes and logistical 

requirements, as well as joint and 

interagency doctrine. 

Ken has edited and contributed to 

two books: Marines: Is an Amphibious 

Capability Relevant for Canada? and 

Breaking the Box: The Increasing 

Demands of Non-combat Roles on 

Maritime Forces, both published 

by the Centre for Foreign Policy 

Studies.  He has written numerous 

academic and professional articles 

and is a frequent commentator on 

radio and television in Canada. 



Programs

Maritime Nation

As a nation surrounded by three 
oceans and the great lakes, 
Canada’s maritime security has 
been of preeminent importance 
throughout the country’s history. 
A secure marine environment is also 
essential to Canada’s prosperity. 
'HVSLWH�WKLV�PDUNHG�VLJQLÀFDQFH��
there has been recent concern that 
Canada has slipped into a state of 
“maritime blindness,” characterized 
by a general lack of awareness 
concerning issues of national 
and global oceanic security.  This 
problem is particularly pronounced 
in central Canada, along the 
Toronto-Ottawa-Montreal corridor.

Seeking to address this weakness, 
The Atlantic Council of Canada has 
taken a greater role in investigating 
and highlighting the strengths and 

weaknesses of Canadian maritime 
security and matters concerning 
our surrounding waters. Our goal 
is to raise public awareness and 
encourage debate about Canada’s 
most important frontier.

To achieve that end, the ACC is 
looking forward to establishing 
more maritime partnerships in 
the military, governmental, and 
industrial sectors across Canada 
and internationally. We plan to 
dedicate more original research and 
article content to maritime issues, 
while continuing to host inspiring 
roundtables and conferences on 
these matters in the near future.

Delighted by the success and 
enthusiasm surrounding our spring 
maritime conference, the ACC is 
hoping to become a leading voice 
within the maritime security dialogue 
to come. 



Global Horizons: High School 
Outreach

One of the most successful initiatives 
of the ACC continues to be the High 
School Outreach Program aimed at 
informing students about NATO and its 
LQÁXHQFH�RQ�JOREDO�DIIDLUV��DV�ZHOO�
as Canada’s role in the Alliance. The 
Council helps to create a citizenry 
WKDW�LV�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�RXU�FRXQWU\·V�
SODFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�PRUH�HQJDJHG�
LQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�WKDW�ZLOO�
determine our future.

The High School Outreach Program 
RIÀFLDOO\�ODXQFKHG�RQ�-XQH��WK������
at Bur Oaks Secondary School in 
0DUNKDP��7ZR�JUDGH����+LVWRU\�FODVVHV�
received a 75 minute presentation on 
Canada’s involvement in NATO. This 
ZDV�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�VXFFHVVIXO�ÀUVW�VWHS�
DQG�$O\VVD�&KDQ��WKH�WHDFKHU�RI�RQH�RI�
WKH�JUDGH����FODVVHV��VWDWHG��´7KLV�LV�
H[DFWO\�ZKDW�RXU�VWXGHQWV�QHHGHG�µ

6LQFH�WKHQ�WKH�$&&�KDV�FRQGXFWHG����
more presentations in high schools 
DFURVV�6RXWKHUQ�2QWDULR��ZLWK�WKH�

latest one being at the University of 
7RURQWR�6FKRRO�RQ�-XQH����������2YHU�
time the content of the presentation 
KDV�FKDQJHG��DOWKRXJK�LWV�FRUH�IRFXV�
LV�VWLOO�RQ�UDLVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�DERXW�
1$72�DQG�LWV�UROH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

+RZHYHU��UHFHQWO\�WKH�HPSKDVLV�KDV�
centred more on NATO’s involvement 
LQ�FXUUHQW�DIIDLUV�ZLWK�OHVV�HPSKDVLV�
on history. We hope that this approach 
ZLOO�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�
DQG�DQDO\]H�WKH�FRPSOH[�HYHQWV�
XQIROGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��ZKLOH�DOVR�
better complementing the curriculum 

in Politics and World Issues classes. 

This year’s presentation focused on 
1$72�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�
case study of Libya and comparing it 
to the situation in Syria. We hope to 
FRQWLQXH�WR�HQJDJH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�PRUH�
LQWHUDFWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�
come. 


